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Thy Word, O Lord, is precious today; we need its 

guidance, need its cheer. Thy voice leads the way 
through the entanglements that bind us here. Lord, 
may Thy strong arm hold us, lest we fall. 
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@ CHILDREN will love the stories and be delighted 
by the illustrations. 


PASTORS will find a wealth of material which 
they can use in their work with youngsters. 


@ TEACHERS will use this book to instruct their 
young charges in moral and religious truths. 


Presenting 


He Started 
from Nowhere 


AND OTHER STORIES 


By REV. W. R. SIEGART 
Pastor of St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Reading, Pennsylvania 


Author of 


CHILDREN OF GOD AND OTHER 
STORY SERMONS 


Forty-seven charming original stories for boys and girls 


are included in this book by Rev. Siegart. They 
may be read to, told to, or read by the children. 
The youngsters as well as all those 
who work with them will find 


He Started from Nowhere 
both helpful and interesting 


Here are a few story titles. Aren’t they intriguing? 
A Garden by the Sea 
Getting Even 
How Old Are You? 
Opportunity Knocks 
Honor Too Late 
A Cannibal Chief on Broadway 
They Never Knew It 
As We Help 
A Child Is Born 
Mr. Electron and Mr. Faith 
A Butterfly Plant 
Passing the Torch 
Do You Pray? 
Something To Which To Cling 
Doing Much With Little 
The Most Valuable Thing 
Our Family Tree 
The Big Man 


Cloth. Illustrated. $1.00 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


13th and Spruce Streets Philadelphia, Penna. 


Chicago Pittsburgh 
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C1 Tribute to the Boy Scouts of Cmetica 


By The Luther League of America 


On the annual observance of Boy Scout Week (February 7 to 13, 1941) in 
appreciation of its understanding, helpful and appealing program offered to the 
Boyhood of America and enjoyed by many boys to-day in congregations of 

THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


RONNAROCK 
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DAY to be remembered by 

the Church workers in the 

mountains and by many of 

the mountain people is No- 
vember 3, 1940. It was on this day 
that the Medical Center, made pos- 
sible by The Luther League of 
America and the Board of American 
Missions, was dedicated. It was a 
beautiful day with clear skies and 
bracing air, and the Spirit of Christ, 
the great Physician, filled us all with 
joy and deep gratitude, and gave a 
healing touch to ow souls. 


At the ringing of the bell at eleven 
o’clock on Sunday morning the peo- 
ple of the Konnarock section and 
those from towns round about 
gathered in St. Matthew's Lutheran 
Church to give thanks and praise to 
Almighty God for His answer to the 
prayers of many years. ‘Lord of the 
Church give us a Medical Center and 
a doctor!” Rey. Hugh J. Rhyne, 
D.D., President of Marion College, 
delivered the decicatory sermon. His 
text was, “And they went out to see 
what it was that was done, and they 
came to Jesus” (Mark 5:14,15). At 
no other service, which the writer 


Our Project Completed 


Two 


NMledica Center 


at Konnarock 


By DR: Jf: WrOrr. 


has been privileged to attend, was 
the presence of Jesus so manifest. 
His Spirit filled the house while the 
preacher spoke. Rev. W. J. Ducker 
was the Liturgist and Rev. Paul M. 
Kinports, D.D., read a letter from 
Miss Ida Twedten, our beloved nurse, 
now on furlough, who was the lead- 
ing spirit in bringing to the atten- 
tion of the Church this needed insti- 
tution, a Medical Center with a doc- 
tor in it, to care for the sick. 


Immediately following the church 
service the congregation repaired to 
the Medical Center and the service of 
dedication continued. Rey. Paul M. 
Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary 
of The Luther League of America, 
presented the building as a gift of 
The Luther League of America to 
the Board of American Missions. 
Rev. John W. Ott, D.D., representa- 
tive of the Board and acting for the 
Board, received the building and 
equipment, and then proceeded with 
the visiting ministers, Dr. Kinports 
and Dr. Rhyne, Rev. H. Wolff, Rev. 
W. J. Ducker, and Seminary Gradu- 
ate Snyder, to dedicate the building 
to its intended use. At the conclu- 
sion of the service all were given the 
opportunity to inspect the building. 


The building of which we are all 
very proud, is located on a plot of 
ground near the church on the only 
highway leading into Konnarock. It 
is a two-story wooden structure, 
painted white. On the first floor a 
waiting room, a doctor's office, oper- 
ating room, stock room, X-Ray 
room, and two rooms with one hos- 
pital bed in each to care for emer- 
gency cases, and a bathroom for such 
cases adjoining, also a_ kitchenette. 
On the second floor is the living 
quarters for the physician and his 
family. The apartment consists of 
three bedrooms, living room, dining 
room, and sun parlor, kitchen and 
bathroom, also a hallway. There are 
two front entrances, the one to the 
coctor’s office and one which leads 


-to the doctor’s apartment, 


Dedicated | 


No finer and better equipped Med- 
ical Center can be found anywhere 
in all these mountain regions of Vir- 
ginia, Tennessee, or Kentucky, 
thanks to the Luther Leaguers of 
America, for this fine gift. 


We have not only a well equipped 
Medical Center but we have a Chris- 
tian doctor to occupy it. Thanks to 
the Board of American Missions, Dr. 
Heinz Meyer and his beloved wife 
have few peers in their profession, he 
as a physician and she as a nurse. 
Together they will work in the Spirit 
of Christ as medical missionaries, 
and how happy they are in their new 
home and in their new work. 


Other important meetings were 
held previous to the dedication. On 
Thursday, October 31st, the Moun- 
tain Work Committee of the Board 
of American Missions was in con- 


The Dedication 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Our Sixth Missionary Project Is Now A Reality 


Luther League Rally 


ference all day with the mountain 
workers concerning the three-fold 
phase of our mountain work, visiting 
our schools, our welfare and medical 
work, and evangelism in the various 
parishes and preaching points. These 
conferences always prove very bene- 
ficial to both the Board and the 
workers on the field. 

We appreciated so much the pres- 
ence of Mrs. W. F. Morehead, rep- 
resentative of the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society of the United Lutheran 
Church, and of Dr. Paul A. Kirsch, 
Assistant Executive Secretary of the 
Board. Our newly called Board Mis- 
sionary to this field, Rev. A. Kenneth 
Hewitt, was greatly missed, com- 
pelled to be absent on account of 
sickness, and Miss Cora Pearl Jeff- 
coat of Boone, N. C., also on account 
of illness. Our prayers are for their 
speedy recovery. 

A Luther League Rally was held 
on the grounds of the Medical Cen- 
ter on Saturday afternoon. Dr. Kin- 
ports conducted a service with our 
local Leaguers and friends, which 
was much enjoyed. In the evening 
a League Party was given at the 
Konnarock Training School. 

On Sunday at 3:00 P. M., a Luther 
League service was held in the chap- 
el of K. T. S., where more than a 
hundred Leaguers and friends gath- 
ered to hear, once more, their be- 
loved secretary, Rev. Paul Kinports, 
D.D., and his associate, Rev. W. J. 
Ducker. Rev. Harold Wolff, pastor 
of the Helton Parish, conducted the 
service. 

In conclusion, our mountain work- 
srs desire to thank all who came. In- 
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deed, it seemed as if the whole 
Church had put its arms about us 
and loved us into a fuller consecra- 
tion to Christ and His Church. 

This new project gives an added 
touch to the work of Home Missions 


among the Southern highlanders. 
The American Mission Board has 
under its administration the entire 


mountain work. This work includes 
the Watauga-Boone Parishes in 
North Carolina, the mountain work 
under the direction of Missionary 
Killinger, established by the Synod 
of Virginia; the Konnarock Train- 


Inspecting the Equipment 


ing School, established and supported 
by the Women’s Missionary Society, 
and the Iron Mountain School for 
Boys, initiated by the Brotherhood. 
Now The Luther League of America 
has contributed to this work in the 
new Médical Center which promises 
to be of great service in the Southern 
Mountain mission. The whole work 
is now under the capable direction of 
Rev. A. Kenneth Hewitt who has 
recently been appointed by the 
American Mission Board and is now 
actively engaged in coordinating the 
work of the Mission. 


Left to right: Rev. W. J. 


Ducker, Dr. J. W. Ott, Dr. H. J. Rhyne, Margrit 
Meyer, Mrs, Meyer, Dr. Heinz Meyer (Doctor in charge), Jochen Meyer, Dr. Paul 
M. Kinports and Mr. C. A. Scheuringer, architect. 


Three 


Aid 


Ts business of keeping fit is 
something that concerns every 
one of us, for on it depend 

both our happiness and our 
usefulness in the world. First of all 
there is the matter of keeping fit n 
one’s personal life. It is, of course, 
impossible to separate one’s personal 
life from one’s social life, for each is 
a part of the other. However, there 
are certain elements in each person’s 
life which are his alone; sometimes 
they cannot even be shared with 
others. 

Health. Young people are likely to 
think that because they are fairly 
healthy now they always will be. 
Most of them feel so alive and sound 
that they are indifferent to the pos- 
sibilities of overstrain. They are 
likely to “burn the candle at both 
ends” and consequently they often 
begin to look tired and life-weary 
just when they should be at their 
best. Thus an important part of 
keeping fit is to take thought for the 
future. 

The mental aspect. We are likely 
to think of keeping fit only in con- 
nection with our physical well-being, 
but it is just as important to keep 
fit mentally. 

The mere fact that one goes to 
school does not prove that he is 
mentally alert, or that he is interested 
in or aware of anything going on 
in the world, aside from his small 
circle of friends and activities. In 
fact, if he shows too much interest 
in outside affairs, he is sometimes 
subtly dubbed “high hat’”—but what 
about his companions who do the 
dubbing? Is not their comment a re- 
flection upon the general attitude 
toward mental achievement? 

There are many activities in which 
one may engage in order to keep fit 
mentally. A few of these are read- 
ing, music, drama, other arts, civic 
and governmental activities. 

How many good books do you read 
a year? How many really good plays 
do you see? How much do you en- 
joy music, other than jazz? Is the 
cultural achievement and satisfaction 
‘which come from acquaintance with 
these arts sufficiently worth while 
for you to pay the price of fitness in 
relation to them? 

It does no good merely to say that 
we “ought” to have cultural achieve- 
ments; we must have a genuine en- 
thusiasm in order to pursue them. 
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By MAUDE GWINN 


=IT COSTS SOMETHING 


It’s no easy job to “keep fit’—not only in one’s 


Sometimes all we need to develop 
that enthusiasm is “to begin.” We 
like to do those things which we un- 
derstand and know how to do. 

Let us consider also what it means 
to keep fit in relation to other per- 
sons. 

First of all there is the matter of 
family relationships. There are al- 
ways zones of difficulty to be en- 
countered in family  life—always 
causes for friction. Have you devel- 
oped the special kind of fitness that 
is needed to meet these difficulties 
or (if that is the wiser course) to 
avoid them? 

Every relationship within the fami- 
ly is different: each person loves 
every other one differently; even the 
father-and mother call forth a differ- 
ent love from each child. The same 
is true of sisters and brothers. If one 
really wishes to have a fine family 
life, he must accept his responsibility 
for making it fine. 


Fine family life does not just hap- 


pen. It is made or not made. Rela- 
tionships soon become dull or harsh, 
if they are taken for granted. 

How many times children take 
their parents for granted! Certain- 
ly, they just know that mother will 
have the meal ready when they come 
home; or sister knows that mother 
will have the dress ready for the 
party at the right time; and brother 
knows that mother will have his 
clothes clean and mended. 

And, of course, they all know that 
dad can be depended upon to supply 
the money for their needs and pleas- 
ures. Of course! Is that not often 
the attitude which members of fami- 
lies unthinkingly take? 

Why is it that it often seems most 
difficult to show affection and appre- 
ciation for those who are really dear- 
est to us? One of the surest ways to 
keep fit for fine family relations is 
just to express the love and apprecia- 
tion that one feels. One must also 
be courageous and honest enough to 
talk over those matters which raise 
doubts and disagreements. If he 
steadily clarifies misunderstandings, 
he will not go around in a pouting 
mood, nor will he, for some unknown 
reason, act like a martyr. 

Sometimes, withholding affection 
or inability to express one’s real feel- 
ing is due to false pride. One will 
not submit to letting another see how 
he really feels. Under such a situa- 


personal life but socially as well 


tion, he is only cheating himself and 
rendering a feeling of real related- 
ness impossible. 

Then there is one’s social life out- 
side the family. 

To keep socially fit is the job at 
which some people work with the 
greatest enthusiasm; social life occu- 
pies about ninety per cent of their 
time and energy. 

For others, social life requires 
considerable effort. Ability to meet 
people of various types and interests 
—to be at ease on social occasions— 
does not happen without some effort. 
The social muscles gain strength on- 
ly by exercise. Sometimes one must 
grit his teeth and undertake a social 
adventure which he does not feel 
equal to. Perhaps he fears he will 
make some social error, do something 
that appears foolish, disgrace him- 
self. Let him take courage. There 
has probably never lived a soul who 
has not, at some time or another, ex- 
perienced exactly the same tremors. 

The price of social fitness is often 
the sacrifice of pride—for what else 
is it, if one is afraid of appearing 
foolish? Once he lets go of that fool- 
ish fear, he can let himself go with 
abandon, and will soon find that he 
enjoys all kinds of social functions. 
Some, of course, he will enjoy more 
than others. But social life is more 
than just social functions. It really 
means one’s relationships to all whom 
he meets within his social world. 

Conversation, for instance, is an 
important part of his social life. How 
many people today really give thought 
to conversation as an art? It is so 
much simpler to turn on the radio, or 
to go to the movies, or to take a ride. 
But people who have paid the price 
of becoming good conversationalists 
know that there is within that art a 
peculiar pleasure which no artificial 
device for entertainment can supply. 

In addition to keeping fit physical- 
ly, mentally, and socially, we must 
not neglect that very important fac- 
tor—spiritual awareness. 

One’s religion, let us say, is really 
what he does in relation to the social 
as well as the personal aspects of his 
life. His spiritual awareness is some- 
thing which he keeps alive inside him- 
self, if he is to be sensitive to his own 
needs as well as to his relation to 
others. To keep spiritually alive, 


(Continued on Page 31) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Scouting and the Luther League 


REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER 


The Scout Movement has proven popular with boys 
and boy-leaders everywhere. Membership in the or- 
ganization today exceeds 1,300,000 boys and their leaders. 
From the very inception of Scouting in America, the 
majority of its Troops have been sponsored by the 
churches and institutions affiliated with them. More 


than half of the organized and active Scout groups now 
in existence are sponsored by the churches and their 
auxiliary organizations. Three-fourths of the total are to 
be found in Protestant churches. 


“Today, more than ever, the youth of 
the United States needs to be armed 
with the shield and sword of good 
citizenship. . . .” 


As early as 1920, at the second convention (Wash- 
ington, D. C.) of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, official endorsement was given to the Boy 
Scout Movement. There are today more than 500 Boy 
Scout Troops among the congregations of that general 
body. That means) about one in every eight congrega- 
tions has a Scout Troop. 

What accounts for this popularity of the Scout 
Movement among Lutherans and others? Perhaps no 
short, simple answer is possible to such an inquiry. Too 
many things enter into the picture. However, it is ob- 
vious that Scouting makes a real appeal to the boys 
themselves, else it would not have spread as it has 
throughout the United States. Here is a program that 
is based on a thorough understanding of youth, but, in 
itself, it is admittedly incomplete. It recognizes the 
value and place of religion in the life of the boy, but it 
depends upon its church sponsors to provide the proper 
religious content and emphasis for the completion of its 
program. In short, the Boy Scout Movement wants the 
active cooperation of the churches; they want what they 
offer as a movement incorporated in the total program 
for boys provided by the individual congregations. 

To whom has our Church committed the responsi- 
bility for proposing, promoting, and administering its 
out-of-church-school studies and activities for youth? It 
was also at the Washington Convention that The United 
Lutheran Church in America made The Luther League 
of America its official youth organization. It is then to 
the Luther League that we must look for coordination 
of its study and activities program with that of the 
Boy Scouts. 

A new effort is now being made by The Luther 
League of America, with its new three-fold age-group 
program, to coordinate its program with that of the 
Scouts. To the Scouts in Lutheran congregations 
(U. L. C. A.) it offers its worship, study, service, and 
fellowship program to complete the otherwise incom- 
plete program of Scouting. A beginning was made along 
this line in the paralleling of Scout ideas in the 1940-1941 
series of topics studies proposed for Intermediates, which 
began in October, 1940. A more intensive effort to 
follow through on this project will be made in the years 
1941-1942. For specific help or information on this mat- 
ter address your request to Luther League Headquarters, 
1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Has Scouting proven proportionally appealing to 
Lutheran boys and their leaders? Yes. According to the 
latest available statistics there are more than 1,192 Boy 
Scout groups in Lutheran congregations of various gen- 
‘eral bodies throughout the United States of America. 
That is an average of about one Troop for each 14 con- 
gregations. There are but three other Protestant bodies 
having a larger number of Scout Troops. 
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BOY SCOUT PROMISE 


On my Honor I will do my best: 


1. To do my duty to God and my country, and to 
obey the Scout Law; 


2. To help other people at all times; 


3. To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, 
and mocally straight. 
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Decorations 

Red and white, of course! Hearts, arrows, cupids, 
paper streamers are usable in great variety. Perhaps you 
will want to make a big red-and-white heart the central 
piece of your decorations. Using stiff wire, form a heart 
four to six feet high, with one-inch strips of red crepe 
paper twisted and fastened to the wire frame so as to 
fill in the heart fairly solidly. Then outline the heart 
with red crepe paper, twisted. This is to give it a finished 
appearance. Now prepare the spot where the heart is to 
be mounted. The center of one wall is a likely place. 
Using one-inch strips of white crepe paper, make a semi- 
circular fan of six to eight feet radius, having the lines 
of the fan meet at the bottom. Mount the red heart with 
the lower tip just a short distance above the center from 
which the fan radiates. Of course, for a small room, this 
would have to be greatly reduced in size. Streamers and 
other accompanying decorations should take their direc- 
tion and balance from this major piece. 


Invitation 
Merry hearts, Fairy hearts, 
Fun and laughs galore! 
A Valentine Party we’re having, 
A glad, good time for all. 
February 14, 1941 


Black Heart 

Paper hearts should be hidden around the room pre- 
vious to the arrival of the Leaguers. There should be 
ene black heart, one blue, one white, five gold and many 
red hearts. Leaguers are asked to hunt for them. No 
explanation of the significance of the colors is given 
until after the hunt is over. Then points are awarded 
to the finders of the hearts on this basis: for each red 
heart, one point; white, five points; blue, ten points; 
gold, twenty points. The finder of the black heart not 
only loses all points but must wear a dunce cap all 
evening. 

Honeymoon Trip 

In order to select partners have the boys line up on 
one side of the room and the girls on the other. Then 
count off, and corresponding numbers on both sides be- 
come partners for this game. A large map of the world 
is fastened to the wall. Each couple selects the coun- 
try which they would like to visit on their honeymoon. 
They write the name of the place selected on tiny red 
hearts given them. They are blindfolded and holding 
hands must try to pin their hearts on the map as near 
as possible the place selected. 


Torn Heart 
Provide each player with a piece of red paper. With 
hands behind him and without looking, he is to tear the 
paper into the form of a heart. It may be made more 
difficult by ruling against the folding of the paper. Ex- 
hibit the torn hearts, awarding recognition to the heart 
which is in the best shape, and lollypops as a means of 

consolation to those most forlorn. 
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Heart Darts 

Cut out of red cardboard a heart about two feet in 
diameter. On this mount small white hearts about four 
inches in diameter, on which have been written the fol- 
lowing inscriptions: (1) Single Blessedness; (2) Ac- 
quaintanceship; (3) Friendship; (4) Love; (5) Court- 
ship; (6) Proposal; (7) Engagement; (8) Marriage. In 
the center mount a black heart with the word Refusal. 
The board is erected in a suitable place. Darts can be 
secured at most toy stores or can be made of a cork, 
pin and paper. Each person is given eight darts and 
permitted to try making the round of hearts up to 
“Marriage,” without hitting the black heart. If a person 
succeeds the first time, he is given a chocolate baby doll 
or other suitable prize. 


Dan Cupid 
Suspend from the chandelier three wire hearts 
covered with crepe paper. Above each is a jingle—some- 
thing like these: 
1. Throw your ball right through here, 
And you'll be married within the year. 
2. To be engaged within the week, 
Number Two is the one you seek. 
3. An awful fate for Number Three, 
A’spinster or bachelor you will be. 


Players are given one cotton ball each, and are 
given several tries to get it into the heart. Have players 
stand a sufficient distance away from the chandelier so 
that they cannot aim it at any particular heart. 


Heart Clap 

This game is a variation of musical chair or going 
to Jerusalem, with the Leaguers marching in a circle to 
music. Paper hearts are fastened to the walls of the 
room. There is a heart for each of the players except 
one. When the music stops, Leaguers rush to the walls 
and clap their hands over a heart. The one left over 
drops out of the circle. Game continues with one heart 
being removed each time until someone wins. 


The Eternal Triangle 

Players are divided into two teams, which then form 
parallel lines facing each other. The triangle this time 
is the lover, the maiden, and the minister. Each side 
secretly chooses to imitate one member of the triangle. 
The appropriate actions for each are: the lover, plead- 
ing on his knees; the maiden, a coy expression and 
finger under chin; the minister, hand raised to seal the 
vows. At a given signal the two lines dramatize their 
selection. The winner is determined by the following: 
The maiden wins over the lover, because she can refuse 
him; the lover wins over the minister because he can 
command him; the minister wins over the maiden be- 
cause he does not propose to her. Repeat. Keep score 
of the sides. 

Refreshments: Strawberry 
cookies and candy hearts. 


sundaes, heart-shaped 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


What My Luther League Means to Me 


MARGARITA GORDON, Rensselaer, New York 
Third Prize Winner, New York Essay Contest 


thew it says, “Take heed that ye despise not one 

of these little ones; for I say unto you, that in 
Heaven their angels do always behold the face of My 
Father which is in Heaven.” 

Among all the programs of the Church there is 
none more important than the training of young people. 
My Church, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, carries on this 
education by organizations including the Luther League, 
of which I am proud to be a member. In my estimation 
this is the most important group for the boys and girls 
are just at the age when training is so important. 

The outstanding value of my League is the creation 
of a closer and more intimate fellowship with God by 
our national program of Missions, Education and Life 
Service. Through the lessons taught at the devotional 
services I, as a Leaguer, receive a fuller measure of un- 
derstanding from the Bible. I can more sincerely appre- 
ciate the great work which our Heavenly Father did here 
upon earth, through His Son, Jesus Christ, and the still 
greater work He now does in Heaven. These services 
also help me, since I know what God expects of me, to 
try to live a good Christian life according to the Ten 
Commandments and His Sermon on the Mount. Because 
a better knowledge is received of the Eternal Word, I 
am more prepared to serve Jesus. 

The sixteen point program, provided by the national 
Organization, guides us through the year. Some of these 
points help me personally and others benefit the League 
‘as a whole. One concerns the reading course of the 
Luther League library. I help to gain a point by reading 
at least four of these selected books. They tell us of im- 
portant men of our Church, also people in other lands 
and give us a taste of the finest literature available. The 
stories are written in such a manner that everyone will 
enjoy them. We get another point by study of the Bible 
daily. This strengthens my Christian life. A point is 
procured by using Luther League topics at all devo- 
tional meetings and another for supporting Home, 
Foreign and Social Missions. 

I know the joy of giving to others by supporting, 
through our local, state and national organizations of 
the League, students and missionaries at home and 
abroad. 

The missionary program affords me a knowledge of 
those in other lands. Our New York State program calls 
it, “Clasping hands with the youth around the world.” 
When I think about it, I can be thankful that I live in 
a land where worship is self-willed and not as others 
dictate. Each time I hear about a missionary from home 
or abroad, it gives me new courage to march forward, 
always seeking a higher and a better goal. The patience 
and courage of these workers should stand out as a 
guiding star to all of us. I could use as my motto, “Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God.” bes 

The Luther League proves a vital factor in the 
social development of its members. It provides oppor- 


[ the tenth verse of the eighteenth chapter of Mat- 
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tunity for wholesome Christian fellowship which is cer- 
tainly important to all of us. By this association we have 
proven that the greatest joy can be derived not from 
wild parties, but from just being together with someone 
whom you know has the same interests at heart. Pic- 
nics, rallies, conventions—these are only some of the 
many pastimes that provide entertainment for all. Some 
people think that in order to live a Christian life they 
will have to renounce their pleasures. The jolly times 
of the Luther Leaguers prove the contrary of this state- 
ment. What could be more heartwarming than a group 
of boys and girls, having fun together, knowing they 
are all God’s children and striving to do His will? I, 
as a Christian, have the opportunity to be the happiest 
person in the world. 

The youth of today also receive training in the field 
upon which depends their success or failure in later 
life—leadership. Of course, there are some who are 
natural leaders and others who blush and stammer the 
minute any attention is focused upon them. In my own 
League everyone is made to feel that his or her part 
in the program is vitally important. It is a training 
ground, helping many to break their shell of bashful- 
ness and serve their League in every possible way. 

Cooperation follows right along this line. In order to 
be successful a League must have the help of all its 
members. 

I think that the youth of today are really mission- 
aries. The lesson and activities are talked about out- 
side, others hear of the enjoyment and education and 
hasten to join, too. So each year our membership in- 
creases and people realize more than ever the words, 
“Youth about the Father’s business.” 

The emblem of the Luther League inspires us and 
spurs us on to greater victories. Whenever we see it, 
it is a sign to keep following Jesus Christ and never 
give up the work which He wishes us to continue. The 
black cross in the red heart signifies our faith in the 
Crucified One. Then this heart is placed in a white rose 
to show that faith imparts joy and peace. The surround- 
ing blue field tells us of the life to come in Heaven. 
This field is circled with a gold ring because this sal- 
vation endures forever. 

I, as a Leaguer, come to know that real happiness 
in life does not come from just social and mental de- 
velopment but from spiritual development as well. Some 
think that they can enjoy themselves without any spirit- 
ual guidance but, after all, is their happiness really a 
true, lasting one? Have they ever felt that sense of 
deep peace and assurance that God’s followers feel? If 
they have, they will know that real happiness is not the 
kind that lasts for a time and then expires. 

As I attend Luther League meetings, sing hymns, 
join in prayer, and listen to lessons, a deep sense of se- 
curity envelopes me. I am content because I know that 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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T is important what you think. 
“As a man thinketh in his heart 
so is he.” Young people, of 
course, give much thought to prob- 
lems that are peculiarly their own. 
And they very largely pertain, I 
think, to the varied decisions that are 
so significant in early life. There is 
the question of a vocation, with its 
different angles, proper associations, 
worthwhile interests, what one’s re- 
sponsibilities are to be, courtship and 
marriage, and many more. What 
then are the thoughts of youth per- 
taining to these great issues? Are 
they sober, wise, and constructive? 
There are young minds capable of 
thinking for themselves, with little 
or no coaching. They are of that 
class which is destined to play a lead- 
ing part in the affairs of men. Some 
cannot master every problem inde- 
pendently, but with a little guidance, 
now and then, get along very well. 


Eight 


Often, youth thinks better along with 
more mature minds, although one 
must guard against the loss of per- 
sonal initiative to think for one’s self. 
Others are involved in problems 
which have become too intricate for 
them. They are too shy and too in- 
trospective to confide the details to 
some one who understands and who 
is capable of helpful guidance. We 
often wish we knew what these young 
people are thinking concerning their 
personal problems. 

When some young people address 
their thoughts to Christianity, the 
problems involved are almost negli- 
gible. They have hearts that so trust 
that their troubled minds are put at 
ease. They think that which is strict- 
ly positive to Christianity. Some have 
confessed to me that the substance 
of their thinking is even more posi- 
tive. Negative thought is so far 
from them, that even the severest 
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at Young Peop e Are Thinking 


kind of negative criticism of Chris- 
tian doctrine, I am sure, would affect 
them very little. Their thinking is a 
re-thinking of their childhood instruc- 
tion which is leading them to a better 
understanding of what earlier in life, 
they were taught to believe; an un- 
derstanding which lends strength and 
firmness to their faith. I know this 
for I have taken special pains to dis- 
cover it for myself. Their thoughts 
are thoughts of scriptural teaching in 
their application to daily living. And 
they are blessed with a pretty clear 
comprehension of these applications. 

But some are not that far ad- 
vanced. They are still laboring with 
vital doctrines. How they are to be 
understood and how they are to be 
applied or similar thoughts are what 
these young people are thinking, 
Hitherto, these things have been very 
intangible. Still their quest must con- 
tinue, for definite connections can 
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surely be found. And blessed are 
they. “He that seeketh findeth.” 


When vital doctrines do not be- 
come tangible to youth, their import- 
ance is lost to them, and they slip 
into oblivion. This is decidedly an 
experience which is negative to their 
faith, spiritual growth and develop- 
ment. There are some fundamental 
views of life, founded on scripture as 
they are, which youth’s immature 
thinking is making too difficult for 
faith, largely because these funda- 
mentals are viewed from the extra- 
Christianity angle. Beyond all doubt, 
there are young people who uncon- 
sciously behold Christianity in the 
setting of their environment, in which 
there is a diversity of interpretations 
of Christian teachings. In their en- 
vironment, young people think only 
safely, when they think in terms of 
the Word of God. Sometimes en- 
vironment bequeaths to youth ways 
of life which it is not capable of ex- 
amining critically, which therefore as- 
sume captivating aspects for them 
and eventually occupy a good part 
of their thinking. Sooner or later, 
they awake to face the stark fact that 
these ways of life run counter to their 
Christian training. While such new- 
found ideas may not necessarily be 
an inducement to depart from the 
things in which they have been 
taught, they do, however, often lead 
to much confusion. There is much 
thinking on the part of youth .that 
is not scripturally sound, mainly be- 
cause there has been no _ serious 
checking. A right understanding of 
the tenets of our creed is never ar- 
rived at by purely speculative thought 
and intellectual reasoning. We must 
proceed in faith. 

Some young people have grave 
difficulties when they attempt to 
square their inherited conceptions of 
Christianity with the kind of think- 
ing which they have derived from an 
extra-church environment. The ex- 
tra-church environment shares very 
largely with Christian training in the 
supply of material for the thinking 
of our youth. Sometimes such en- 
vironment becomes an authoritative 
influence for plastic young minds. 
The upshot of it all is somewhat as 
follows: 

1. My church cannot be right in 

every instance. 

2. It is not necessary that I attend 

church every Sunday. 

3. The pastor’s all right, all wrong, 

just swell. 

4. The pastor should adapt him- 

self to my interests. 

5. His sermons could be more in- 


‘teresting, more up-to-date, 
more intellectual, perhaps less 
spiritual. 
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6. His sermons could be shorter 
—sometimes much shorter. 


7. Bible class attendance should 
not go on indefinitely, age 16- 
18 is surely the limit. 

8. The Luther League is dead. 
There is no activity, no action 
—at least not of the peppy 
kind. 

9. The entertainment is obsolete 
—too tame—no one has any 
ideas. 


10. The programs are too devo- 
tional, uninteresting, uninstruc- 
tive. It is the same thing every 
time. 

11. My extra-church activities, I 
believe, satisfy niy social desires 
more satistactorily than the 
Luther League. 


12. There are certain types of en- 
tertainment which my church 
has tabooed, but which I now 
am persuaded are wholly inno- 
cent. Multitudes of young folks 
can take part without mangling 
their conscience. Why can’t I? 
The “Holier than thou” attitude 
I would not hypocritically as- 
sume. 

13. The good people in the church 
do not understand young peo- 
ple. They are not sympathetic 
toward us and our views. They 
are too arbitrary, too legalistic, 
even too narrow. 


I am persuaded that such thinking 
is not entirely disparaging criticism. 
More often than we think, such fault 
finding is a struggle on the part of 
youth to discover itself and to adjust 
itself to adolescent and past adoles- 
cent environment, in which it so un- 
expectedly appears. We know how 
young people ought to be. So do they 
themselves. But how can we help 
them to become what they ought to 
be? Many are no doubt earnestly 
striving to that end more devoutly, 
perhaps, than we want to believe. 
But it is through the density and 
confusion of a hazy environment. 
One cannot see clearly in a laby- 
rinth. Hasty, unkind and a thought- 
less judging will never see them 
through. Right here only sympa- 
thetic and patient confidants can 
qualify. Of these there are not many. 


What is the generation growing up 
before us thinking of? 


God Faith 
Christ Eternity 
Creation Heaven 
Sin Hell 
Grace Salvation 


Our young people must be think- 
ing of these great tenets of their 
faith. Because of their lutheran 
training, these doctrines are actually 


a part of them, so much so that they 
ponder them even involuntarily, at 
times. This they continue through 
adolescent years often viewing the 
above mentioned doctrines in a per- 
spective in which they are not easily 
beheved, Childhood questions per- 
taining thereto, once answered quite 
satisfactorily to the child’s mind, 
often appear unanswered in adoles- 
cence. Once they were easy, now 
they are difficult. From this point 


,on the thinking of some young peo- , 


ple directs them to faith while the 
thinking of quite a different type of 
young people follows negative chan- 
nels. What some young people do 
think with respect to God, Christ, 
Sin, Salvation, ete., they think with 
trembling hearts and quivering faith. 
“I believe, Lord, help mine unbelief.” 


During the adolescent crisis youth 
could be given much helpful assist- 
ance by (a) pointing out the falla- 
cies of their thinking; (b) supplant- 
ing interpretations that are false; (c) 
speaking more positively of the things 
that must be believed. To guide our 
young people successfully through 
the crucial years of adolescence and 
the few years following remains the 
most critical task of the church. In 
every case there is a soul in the bal- 
ance. 


In the maturer years of adolescence 
there is often a drifting from the 
church. The boy who is in the family 
pew every Sunday, almost without 
fail, not infrequently becomes the 
young man who seldom or never goes 
into the House of God. What is the 
substance of that young man’s think- 
ing? I venture a number of guesses: 


1. He left the church with the in- 
tention of returning when older. 
Meanwhile, his good intentions 
notwithstanding, he has drifted 
so far he cannot get back. 


2. In his childhood and early youth 
he got religion sufficient for a 
lifetime, therefore, church-going 
is superfluous. 


3. He thinks he has outgrown his 
Christian training. 


4. He is now so scientifically 
minded that he can not think in 
terms of scripture. 


5. The Gospel does not anywhere 
near approach his interest. 


6. His thoughts of the church are 
thoughts of prejudice. 


7. Because of the hypocrisy of 
some Christians, Christianity is 
a vain thing. 

8. The life which he has chosen to 
live and wants to live is impos- 
sible as a church-goer.-—Ansgar 
Lutheran. 


Nine 


WASHINGTON’S 
FALSE TEETH 


Numerous and sometimes contradictory are 
the stories, biographies, and anecdotes written 
about the First President of our Country. Among 
the earliest descriptions of Washington we find 
one by Captain George Mercer of Virginia, who 
knew him intimately. Captain Mercer writes of 
him at the youthful age of 28: “His mouth is large 
and generally firmly closed, but which from time 
to time discloses some defective teeth.” 


Washington’s diary and ledger contain con- 
stant reference to aching teeth and their extrac- 
tion, so that it was not at all surprising that at 
the age of 57 he was using false teeth. 


Chicago’s Century of Progress had on exhibi- 
tion what was purported to be a set of Washing- 
ton’s false teeth. Anyone seeing them with their 
tiny hinges, could readily understand the difficulty 
a person, even the Father of our Country, would 
have in holding them in position, and still have a 
smiling, normal expression of the face. 


Especially is this sternness noted in Stuart's 
famous painting of Washington. It gives the ap- 
pearance that the General is grimly holding on to 
his teeth. 


We are confident that the Luther Leagues, 
Leaguers, and friends of the League, will not make 
the Luther League of America hold on with the 
same grim, unsmiling face to false hopes; but that 
they will do all in their power to assist it to meet 
its budget by sending in their Contributing, Sus- 
taining, Gift, Memorial and Alumni Memberships 
at once. Send all funds for this cause to The 
Luther League of America, 405 Muhlenberg Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, Penna. 


MILDRED GARTELMANN 
Chairman, Sustaining Membership Committee 
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Will Need the Following Materials: 
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ATTENTION 


Educational Secretaries 


One of the duties of your office is to procure 
subscriptions to the “Luther League Review.” Are 
you doing this? 
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7 “The preservation of the 
the world’s history. But reading the stor 
Sta ip are i 6OMme respects 
“Resolute in war, he was moderate in 

he was patient to the last. 
war by waging it half-heartedly: there were 
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“In life he was a great American. 


of whom there are very few in history, 
or Hebrew or 
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Lincoln belongs to the 


worship. 
“May I respectfully, earnestly, 


—From the speech of David Lioyd-Geor, a 
A Lincoln opposite Westminster Abbey, July 
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Seniors and Young People 
Luther League Review and 
Luther League Topics 


“With Malice Toward None, with Charity for All” 


American Union, the 
y I feel that the personality of Abraham Lincoln and his 
even greater than those colossal events, 

v victory. Misrepresented, misunderstood, underestimated, 
There were those who thought he ought to have shown his abhorrence of 


neart those who thought he ought to have displayed his z - 
ciation of victory by using it hard-heartedly. He disdained } - ™ ng mt Feedage 


counselors. But the people believed in him and they still believe in him. 


He is American no longer. He is one of those giant figures, 
’ : who lose their nationality in death. They are no longer Greek 
English or American—they belong to mankind, 


‘ . , common people of every Jand. He is of their race, of their 
kind, of their blood, of their nation, the r i 


ace of the common people. They love that haggard face with 
the sad and tender eyes. There is a worship in their regard. 


f 1 1 Say one word from this platform to the great people of America? 
This torn and bleeding earth is calling to-day for the help of the America oo 
ae minister of England, at the unveiling of the Saint-Gaudens Statue 
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February 2, 1941 
The T i 
BEING TRUSTWORTHY 
Matthew 25-24, 21 
Bev. Raymond D. Wood, Staunton, Va 


Trustworthiness Itself 

What does it mean to be trustworthy? What is 
trustworthiness? The word itself gives us some clue. 
It is made up of two words, trust and worthy. A per- 
son is trustworthy who is worthy of trust. We all like 
to be trusted by our friends, our parents, our teachers, 
and 2ii with whom we have daily dealings in any way. 
They are all likely to trust us unless we have given 
them reason to doubt or suspect us of being unworthy 
of trust. We have proven ourselves trustworthy if we 
have been honest in our everyday dealings with others, 
truthfal in our speech, faithful in keeping our word. The 
sum of these qualities in an individual makes trustworthi- 
ating Scout Law No. 1 

“kA, Scout Is Trustworthy.” That is the first law in 
Scouting. It is further explained in this way in the 
manual: “A Scout's honor is to be trusted. If he violates 
his honor by telling a lie, or by cheating, or by not do- 
ing exactly 2 given task, when trusted on his honor, he 
may be directed to hand over his Scout Badge. The 
position of this law in its code indicates how important 
trustworthiness is regarded by Scout Leaders. oben 

; Scout is expected to obey this law. 

_ irae Sgt Bois of the name must be trustworthy. 
That means he must be truthful, honest, and depend- 


FEBRUARY, 1941 


able. He must be a boy who can be counted on to do al- 
ways the honorable thing. Each Scout is taught to think 
of himself as a successor to the Knights of the Middle 
Ages, the Crusaders, the early American Pioneers, and 


_all the men of honor who have lived in every age. They 


are led to value the noble qualities of such persons and-to 
imitate them. A Scout simply must be worthy of the 
confidence of his fellows; he will be trustworthy. 


The Scripture Speaks 

The two verses which are our Scripture lesson for 
this topic are a part of Jesus’ Parable of the Talents. 
That was a story of how trustworthy certain men had 
been in the discharge of the duties of their office as 
managers of another's affairs. But one of the men proved 
unfaithiul in the discharge of his responsibilities. We 
naturally ask, “And what did he do that was wrong?” 
The thing he did which was wrong was simply that 
he did nothing. He took the one talent—a large sum 
of money—and hid it, not putting it to work for his 
employer. In the final reckoning it was not a ques- 
tion of how much he had in the beginning, but of what 
he did with what he had. Two of the three were faithful 
in the discharge of their responsibilities. They were faith- 
ful to their trust and their faithfulness was fittingly 
rewarded. 

Each of us has some talent, some gift for doing 
this or that. Not all of us may have the same number 
of talents. That does not matter. Why waste time wish- 
ing that I might do as another whom I admire does? 
We must accept the responsibility which the possession 
of our particular talent brings. 
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If we do, we shall prove ourselves worthy of the 
trust which God the Giver has reposed in us. The ques- 
tion of trustworthiness has nothing to do with how 
many talents I have, but everything to do with what 
I am doing with what I have. It may be easy for the 
one-talented ones among us to stand back and let the 
five-talented ones do the work in our church and Luther 
League. But that isn’t being faithful; that isn’t proving 
ourselves trustworthy. 


In a Sacred Succession 

Like a Boy Scout, a Luther Leaguer, too, is thor- 
oughly trustworthy. He can be counted on to do the 
honorable thing at all times, even when it is not easy to 
do so. Every Luther Leaguer is first a Christian, an 
earnest follower of the perfect Son of man and Son of 
God. He is conscious of being a part of that great suc- 
cession of “saints, apostles, prophets, martyrs” and the 
host of other noble souls who have lived to bless the 
world down through the ages. He must be worthy of 
so great a succession. It is a succession of faith, and 
honor, and service. He must keep his faith as a shield 
untarnished, his honor as a breastplate sure, his service 
as a sword ready for instant action. His is a knightly 
service worthy of the King of Kings. 


The Christian’s, Service 

Christ the Lord expected His first disciples to do 
certain things. They were not only to enjoy His pres- 
ence, but they were also to do His bidding, When He 
was ready to leave the world, He gave them a specific 
command as to what they were to do after He was no 
longer visibly present with them. They were given a 
great task, the spreading of the message of the Gospel 
to the whole world. Yet, big as the task was, Christ 
trusted His followers to fulfill His last command. Under 
the leadership of the apostles the Christians proved them- 
selves worthy of so great a trust. They went every- 
where preaching the Gospel. They established churches 
here, there, and yonder across the face of the then-known 
world. They cared for the needy. They were faithful, 
honest, and true. 

Every Christian today has similar tasks entrusted 
to him. Jesus is just as truly depending upon His twen- 
tieth century disciples to prove themselves worthy of 
His great trust. He wants us first to be something for 
Him, then to do something for Him. He wants us to 
be honest, upright, and trustworthy. When we are at 
school, He wants us never to cheat. When we are at 
play, He wants us always to be fair. When we are at 
work, He wants us to be strictly honest. He wants us 
to be persons whom our teachers, companions, parents, 
and neighbors can trust to do the things that are just 
and true. A true Luther Leaguer is that kind of person. 


God’s Law 

The Boy Scout has a law which holds up to him 
the personal ideal of trustworthiness; the Luther Leaguer 
also has a law which upholds the same ideal. The Luther 
Leaguer is a Christian who knows no higher law than 
God’s Law. This law in its several precepts teaches 
trustworthiness and seeks to safeguard it. The Seventh 
and Eighth Commandments are two laws in particular 
which seek to accomplish that. They are: “Thou shalt 
not steal” and “Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbor.” 
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These commandments forbid dishonesty and require 
honesty of every child of God. Every Luther Leaguer 
knows that they apply to him. He knows that as a 
Scout “may be directed to hand over his Scout Badge” 
for breaking the first Scout law, so the Luther Leaguer 
is in danger of wearing his badge unworthily if he 
habitually breaks these laws of God. At the center of 
the Luther Leaguer’s badge is “the cross within the 
heart, to show that we have chosen Christ, the better 
part.” To choose Him and not to choose to follow God’s 
Commandments is to be very inconsistent; it is to show 
that we have not taken our decision to follow Christ 
seriously. 

Does It Pay To Be Honest? 

Many people are asking today, “Does it pay to be 
honest?” It used to be a very generally acknowledged 
truth that it pays to be honest, that “honesty is the 
best policy.” A great tea company used to use those 
words as its sales motto. For the earnest Christian, of 
course, honesty has always been much more than a 
policy; it has been a principle to which he has devoted 
himself. Perhaps we can answer in part the question 
people ask today by showing what punishment our Lord 
meted out to Ananias and his wife who first stole, then 
lied about it. That tragic story is written in the fifth 
chapter of the Book of the Acts. Read it. 

“When Abraham Lincoln was in the grocery busi- 
ness in his young manhood, he once discovered that he 
had taken six and a quarter cents too much from a cus- 
tomer. That evening after the store was closed, he 
walked three miles to return the money. It was this 
unusual regard for the rights of others which soon won 
for him the title, ‘Honest Abe’.”—(Ida Tarbell) 

“At a slave market long ago, a smart, active lad 
was up for sale. A kind master who pitied his condition, 
wishing him not to have a cruel owner, went up to the 
boy and said, ‘If I buy you, will you be honest? The 
boy, with a look that baffled description, replied, ‘Sir, I 
will be honest whether you buy me or not’.’”—(Service.) 
And that is the way the Luther Leaguer looks at trust- 
worthiness. He will be honest and trustworthy because 
he is a Christian. He knows God expects it of him. He 
delights to prove himself worthy of God’s confidence 
and love. 


A young man was doubtful about his qualifications 
for entering the ministry. He realized that he had not 
been all that he had wanted to be. He had fallen short 
of his own highest ideals. So he went to the Dean of 
the seminary in which he planned to prepare for the 
ministry. There he told the understanding old Dean of 
the failures and sins that had marked his life. “Have 
you ever been a cheat? Have you ever stolen anything?” 
asked the kindly Dean. The young man’s answer was, 
“That is about the only thing I haven’t done.” “And,” 
replied the now sainted Dean, “that is just about the 
only thing that would make you unfit for the ministry.” 
That is the one thing which unfits more persons for 
heaven, perhaps, than any other. Once one loses his 
honor, it is very hard to find it again. Even if this were 
not true, others are very slow ever to trust again one 
who has proved himself utnrustworthy. It is hard even 
for one to trust himself after an experience of losing 
his honor. It does pay to be thoroughly trustworthy— 
in this world and in the next, 
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Were These Trustworthy? 

Mary, who was eight years old, and John, who was 
ten, were left by their mother, who went shopping, to 
take care of a baby sister aged three. They were told 
never to leave the baby alone, whether she was asleep or 
awake. The return of their mother was not expected 
until late afternoon. However, after some while John 
and Mary grew tired of their assignment. Meanwhile the 
baby sister had fallen asleep. They knew where their 
mother kept her small change, so after taking some they 
decided to go to the nearby store and buy some candy 
for themselves. Their mother came home much sooner 
than they expected-and they had not returned from the 
store. The baby awake, alone, and screaming greeted 
the mother. Were John and Mary faithful to their trust? 


Bill and Henry were close friends, members of the 
same Sunday School Class, the same church, and the 
same Luther League. They lived in the same neighbor- 
hood and saw each other often in out-of-school hours. 
Their class was 7-B in the Brownsville Junior High 
School, Test day came along. History was a subject on 
which neither of the boys felt too sure of his knowl- 
edge, so they were more than a little anxious when the 
test questions were given out. Some minutes had passed 
and the class was hard at work. The teacher, too, was 
busy compiling some attendance records. Presently a 
rap came on the door. The teacher was wanted at the 
telephone. Before leaving the room she turned to the 
class and said, “Now boys and girls, remember, you are 
strictly on your honor. I shall not appoint a monitor to 
stand before the class while I am out.” Bill and Henry 
thought this was their chance to get the information 
they needed from their notebooks. They could even 
picture the very pages on which the information was 
given. So, quick as a flash, and as quietly as possible, 
each proceeded to get the facts from his notebook in 
order to answer the questions he did not know. The 
teacher remained out about five minutes. When she re- 
turned she asked no questions as to the behavior. She 
never did find out Bill and Henry’s misdeed. Were Bill 
and Henry trustworthy in this situation? 


Harry Benson was the patrol leader of Troop No. 
10 of the Thompsonville Community Church. His Scout 
Master had the highest regard for him and counted on 
him to lead the activities of his patrol. One day he was 
asked to take the boys of his patrol down to the City 
Hall to assist in the decoration of the place for a Valen- 
tine Party. Harry said he would do so. However, he 
continued to think about the fact that there was some- 
thing else he would rather do at the time when this duty 
was to be performed. So, thinking that others would be 
there to help and that his would not be needed, he de- 
cided just to forget his promise and he did not get in 
touch with the members of his patrol. Instead, that 
afternoon he went to a movie. The ladies needed the 
boys to help with the moving and climbing of ladders 
and the hanging of decorations that afternoon and were 
counting on the patrol of Troop No. 10. When the hour 
arrived, no Scouts were present. They waited, and still 
none came. Then they phoned Mr. Walters, the Scout 
Master, to find out what was the matter. Mr. Walters, 
of course, was very much surprised that the boys had not 
shown up, and he immediately began to find out why 
they had not gone. He went first to Harry Benson’s 
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home, only to find him out. Then he contacted a few of 
the other boys and found that they had not known any- 
thing about it. With the few that were available Mr. 
Walters went to the City Hall to lend a hand, Did Harry 
Benson prove himself a trustworthy patrol leader? 

Bob Jones was a member of the Intermediate Group 
of the Luther League of St. John’s Church, Lexington. 
He had met with his superintendent to work out a good 
program for the regular Sunday evening devotional meet- 
ing on the following Lord’s Day. All details had been 
arranged, Bob seemed quite interested at the prospect 
of being the leader of a thoroughly good meeting. 

However, Sunday morning at Sunday School, Fred 
Bond suggested a Sunday afternoon hike to Bob. It 
was autumn and the weather was perfect for a long 
walk in the woods. Bob hesitated because he knew that 
there was a possibility of his not getting back in time 
for the League meeting. However, he was soon per- 
suaded that he could be back in plenty of time to go to 
League. So Bob decided to go hiking. The afternoon 
was perfect and the woods were at their very best. The 
boys walked and walked, going a much longer distance 
than they dreamed. They finally came out at a certain 
cross-roads place where there was a lunch counter and 
soda fountain. Each of the group was tired and hungry, 
so when one suggested getting something to eat and 
drink they were all agreed. Then they forgot all about 
the swiftly passing time. Finally Bob was awakened to 
the fact that the hour was growing late and he must 
hurry off to go to League. The rest of the crowd assured 
him that there was no need to hurry, that they could 
easily thumb a ride into town, which was only five miles 
away. So out to the highway they went trying to attract 
the attention of the driver of every passenger car. One 
car after another passed without stopping. The boys 
continued to walk the highway. All the while it was 
getting later and later. The hour for the meeting ar- 
rived and Bob had not returned; he was still three miles 
down the road. He never did get there, and so the 
well-planned meeting lacked a well-prepared leader. Did 
Bob prove himself a trustworthy individual in this case? 


February 9, 1941 
Septuagesima Sunday 
BEING LOYAL TO CHRIST 
Acts 7:54-60 
David F. Cooper, Southern Seminary, Columbia, S. C. 
Introduction 
On display throughout the land today there are 
posters and signs with the picture of Uncle Sam point- 
ing his finger directly at the reader, urging each to be 
loyal to his country. At school, especially during the 
football and basketball seasons, we are urged constantly 
to be loyal to our teams and to the principles and tra- 
ditions of our school. We are being taught daily both 
at school and at church to be loyal to our friends and to 
our loved ones. The stories of Damon and Pythias and 
of David and Jonathan provide the classic example of 
loyalty to a human friend. Every week at Scout meet- 
ing the Boy Scouts, as they repeat the Scout laws, say: 
“A Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly,” and 
so on. The emphasis today in this nation, then, in prac- 
tically every phase of our lives is on loyalty—loyalty to 
some cause, some person, or to some ideal. So it is only 
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natural that as enthusiastic, alert, Christian young people 
we should also pause for a moment in our busy lives and 
consider our loyalty to Christ, our Saviour and King. 


Stephen’s Loyalty 

Being loyal—what does that mean? The dictionary 
says that it is “to be true to any person to whom one 
owes fidelity.” But in being true, does that mean that 
if necessary, we shall have to risk our lives to remain 
steadfast and loyal to a friend—to Christ? Look again 
at the Scripture lesson as recorded in Acts by the his- 
torian Luke. Stephen, that great, lovable man of God, 
carried his loyalty to his Lord and Master even unto 
death. He had felt deeply the love and power of Christ 
within his heart and life. The Lord Jesus, the Son of 
God, had so loved the world, had so loved him, Stephen 
knew, that he had given His life on the Cross, suffering 
more agony than we shall ever have to suffer, in order 
that through faith in Him each of us might have eternal 
life. Stephen knew that his Saviour had not failed him, 
and had even promised that should one lose his life for 
His sake, he would but enter a more abundant life with 
God the Father. And so it was with a smile on his lips 
and within his heart that he committed himself into the 
hands of his Master, saying, “Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge,” that he died, still loyal and faithful to the 
One to Whom he owed fidelity. 


Loyalty Greatly, Needed Today 

In giving his life, Stephen was helping to keep the 
early Christian Church alive. The story of his glorious 
and faithful loyalty to Christ spread far and wide, giv- 
ing strength and encouragement to scores of other be- 
sieged Christians, and showing the power and value of 
Christianity to a needful world. Certainly there is a dire- 
ful need in our Twentieth Century world for just such 
a loyal testimony. The nations of the world are being 
torn and burned and almost destroyed by pagan, un- 
believing warlords. Our Christian mission work in many 
lands is being hindered and practically prohibited by 
wicked rulers and governments. Right here at home 
Sunday amusements and daily attractions are pulling 
our young people gleefully away from the Church, from 
League attendance, and from Christian principles. Boys 
and girls of Christian and of non-Christian parents are 
constantly saying to their friends and classmates, “Aw, 
come on, don’t be a sissy. Do this or that with me. Just 
this one time, you won’t get caught,” asking even you 
and I to do things which would not be loyal to the 
teachings and example of Christ, our Saviour. But what 
can I do, we ask, if I don’t do these things with the 
crowd, I wouldn’t have a good time? What can I do to 
change my friends to my way and to the things in which 
I believe? (Here give several specific examples of ways 
in which you were tempted during the past week to be 
disloyal to Christ and to His teachings at school or at 
play.) 

How Others Were Loyal 

In answer to these questions let us look to those 
throughout the history of our Christian Church who 
have been faithfully and courageously loyal to Christ, 
as Stephen was loyal, even in the face of great danger. 
Turn back the pages of your Bible and follow through, 
from the 9th Chapter of Acts to his last Epistle to 
Philemon as it is arranged therein, the life of the great 
Apostle Paul. It took courage for a man to take upon 
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himself the yoke of Christ after having persecuted hun- 
dreds of devout and sincere Christians, but for St. Paul 
coming under the dominion and love of Christ meant 
giving up completely his old way of life and rather 
pointing his every talent and his every ability to the 
spreading of the glorious message of Christ. Twice dur- 
ing his active ministry as the first great missionary, he 
was thrown into prison for his fearless declarations of 
the essential teachings of Christ. Yet on both occasions 
came forth to the world from him clear, concise letters, 
setting forth those all-saving truths for generations over 
a thousand years later even to read. And he, too, be- 
cause of his faith and his loyalty to his Lord and Master 
was martyred by the Emperor Nero of Rome. Certainly 
Paul was loyal to Christ. 


Then turn back the pages of your History book to 
the life of Martin Luther, the man who restored to a 
dark and ignorant world the primary teaching of the 
Apostle Paul—Salvation through Faith. Go with him 
to the Diet of Worms in 1521 and hear him dramatically 
but firmly and with a courage based on a knowledge of 
the nearness of God, answer the demand that he recant 
certain statements and writings of his concerning his 
faith with these words: “ ...Unless I am convinced by 
Scripture or by right reason, for I trust neither in popes 
nor in councils, since they have often erred and contra- 
dicted themselves—unless I am thus convinced, I am 
bound by the texts of the Bible, my conscience is captive 
to the Word of God. I neither can nor will recant any- 
thing, since it is neither right nor safe to act against 
conscience. God help me. Amen.” (“The Oak of Sax- 
ony,” P. 153, Edwin P. Booth, Augsburg Publishing 
House, 1938). That certainly was true loyalty to Christ. 


Look back also to Peter and James and John and 
to others of the early Christian pioneers. Read the lives 
of more recent loyal followers of Christ—Grenfell, Liy- 
ingstone, Muhlenberg. (Look them up in some encyclo- 
pedia and give a short summary of the accomplishments 
in their lives.) Note in their lives the qualities of cour- 
age, of faith, of loyalty. In the lives of these men and 
in the lives of hundreds of others of our present-day 
pastors and missionaries are found the answer to the 
question of how we may best be loyal to Christ. Cer- 
tainly it took more courage, more real manhood and 
womanhood for these men and women of Christ to do 
what they did than we will ever need—to face the taunts 
and jeers of our classmates and youthful friends. With 
the knowledge of the love of God within our hearts we 
cannot help but stand up firmly for those things taught 
us through Christ. And through our loyalty to our 
Church, to our Luther League, to our friends and above 
all to our Christ—we will certainly have the respect and 
admiration of our associates. To be sure that you will 
receive that respect look to the statement made by Dean 
Stanley: “Give us a man, young or.old, high or low, on 
whom we know we can thoroughly depend, who will 
stand firm when others fail; the friend faithful and true 
(loyal), the adviser honest and fearless, the adversary 
just and chivalrous—in such a one there is a fragment 
of the Rock of Ages.” (“Many Thoughts of Many 
Minds,” Louis Klopsch, editor) Business men, teachers, 
pastors—all are looking for loyal boys and girls, men 


and women. Christ is looking for those who are loyal to 
Him. 
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Joyful Result of Loyalty To Christ 

May we, then, bear witness to the whole world 
through our loyalty to Christ to the meaning of the 
sacrifices of the great men of God throughout all ages, 
being loyal in prayer, in faith and in love. Then may it 
truly be said to us: “Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful (loyal) over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” (Matthew 25-215 


February 16, 1941 
Sexagesima Sunday 


HOW TO BE A CHRISTIAN FRIEND 
I Corinthians 13 :4-7 
Mrs. Caroline C. Urban, Bellevue, Pa. 


Introduction 

Begin your discussion of the topic by reading the 
scripture for this subject: I Corinthians 13:4-7, 

Love suffereth long—it is patient, and kind; it pro- 
motes no envy; it is not proud and haughty; it behaves 
in a way that is appropriate to the occasion—not the 
smart, show-off type of conduct; it seeketh not her own, 
but tries to help others; it thinks no evil; it is never 
glad for some one else’s misfortune, but is happy for 
another’s good fortune; love always looks for the good 
and hopes for the best; love does not give up. 


Is not this a good standard for Christian friends to 
follow? 

Those We Call Friends 

We think now of those associates of ours whom we 
call friends. Why do we consider them friends? Is it 
because they give'us gifts, ‘‘treats,” or spend money on 
us? Or is it because we feel a spiritual kinship? Dare 
we think out loud to our friends? Can we really talk to 
them about the subjects that are closest to our life with- 
out a feeling that they will bare our inner thoughts to 
the next pal they talk to? Or do they have some of the 
qualities’: we read about in the scripture? 

Are each of our pals that all the time, or only in 
“faith weather” when we have a bag of candy or agree 
to do what he wants? What would happen if on the 
way home from school a gang would come along and 
offer your pal a treat if he would go with them when 
he had already promised to do something with you? 

Let each of us ask himself, how about myself? Do 
I stick to my friends through thick and thin? Am I will- 
ing to give a lift even though it means denying myself 
some pleasure? 

Do we look for the good in the other fellow? Do 
we accept him the way he means to be accepted, or do 
we interpret his words and deeds to suit ourselves? Mary 
was the kind of person who always was willing to lend 
a helping hand. Somehow she always seemed to get her 
own work done and have time left in which to help 
others. She developed the habit, and in the best of 
cheery spirit was always ready to do anything she could 
to help others. She was generally accepted, too, in just 
that way. But one day she chanced to meet on the 
street, Joan, a person who professed to like her very 
much. During the conversation Mary found that Joan 
needed some help, so she volunteered it. And yet, as 
soon as “friend Joan” met another friend down the street 
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she loudly accused Mary of wanting to manage things 
and of sticking her nose into other people’s business. 
Was this being a Christian friend? 


Friend vs. Christian Friend 

We may give nice gifts to our friends, say nice 
things about them, be brutally truthful to them about 
their faults, and in general be good pals most of the 
time and still not be Christian. 

A Christian friend will do even more. He will not 
only give material gifts at appropriate times, but he will 
show kindness and render unselfish service at all times. 
He will stick by his friend through the most difficult 
situations, even at considerable cost to himself, He may 
tell his friend about his faults, but he will also try to 
help him overcome them, 

Bob and Rob had planned for a week to go to a 
certain show. It was the last night they could see it. 
When Bob got home from school in the evening, his 
mother greeted him with the news that Jim Bradley, 
who lives next door, was sick and that his parents had 
to go out for a couple of hours in the evening and 
wanted him to stay with Jim. Bob was disappointed 
that he wouldn’t get to see that show, but he liked Jim 
enough to be willing to go sit with him instead of going 
to the movie. But how about Roy, the other friend, 
with whom Bob had planned? Did Roy feel that Bob 
had just let him down, or did he see that the call to 
service was greater than the call to pleasure? That de- 
pended on how Christian Roy was in his attitude. How 
would any one of us have felt had we been in Roy’s’ 
position? 

The Model Friend 

Whenever we think of being Christian, we also 
think of following the example which Jesus our Lord 
set for us in all His dealings with His followmen. He is. 
also our model for friendship. If our friendships were 
like His, they would be ideal. And if we are earnestly 
Christian, we shall want to make them more and more 
like His, 

Our Lord put a very high estimate on friendship 
when He said: “Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends.” Had not Jesus 
Himself laid down His life for all, His friends and His 
foes, this statement would seem extravagant. However, 
our Lord demonstrated the truth of that assertion by 
laying down His life. Remember how when Judas came 
into the Garden of Gethsemane to betray Him into the 
hands of sinners He said, ‘‘Friend, betrayest thou the 
Son of Man with a kiss?” 

There must be more behind friendship than a simple 
interest in the same things. Friendship at its best is the 
result of a real love of one person for the other. This. 
is true of friendships in particular and ‘friendliness in 
general. 

Guides To Christian Friendship 

Our scripture lesson will yield these guides. Its. 
very words will be used as clues to the qualities to be 
cultivated by us if we want to be Christian in our friend- 
ships. 

1. “Love suffereth long and is kind.” A Christian 
friend will not be easily peeved at every little thing 
which a friend does which does not please him. He will 
realize that he can’t have his way all the time, and he 
will make room for differences of opinion. He will dis- 
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play something of the spirit of what we mean when we 
say, ‘He can take it.’ When he feels slapped he will 
not plan to return the blow. He will continue to be kind 
even when the other is unkind. He will seek only ways 
by which he may do the other fellow good. He will ex- 
ercise patience and kindness in his dealing with his 
friends always. 

2. “Love envieth not.’ One who is a Christian 
friend will not envy a friend anything he is, has, or 
does. Envy is a deadly poison to the soul; to the heart 
of friendship, a deadly dart. If we truly love each other, 
we shall delight in the other’s possession of talents, 
things, and in the things he can do. We may want the 
same gifts, possessions, and attainments, but we certain- 
ly would not want our friend to lose them in order for 
us to get them. We do not want him to be made the 
poorer in personality or possessions in order that we 
may be the richer. 

3. “Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up.” A 
Christian friend is not given to boasting about what he 
has or can do. He would do nothing to make his friend 
feel bad when he has the better of him. There is no 
conceit in his make-up. The Christian friend will do 
nothing to make his friend jealous or envious of him. 
If he is truly modest about what he has and can do, he 
will encourage his friend to strive for the same worthy 
things. Boasting and conceit are the ways to lose a 
friend. 

4. “Love doth not behave itself unseemly.” A 
Christian friend knows how to act toward his friend. 
He is never rude. His conduct is not guided by mere 
rules of etiquette; it is prompted by deep and genuine 
concern for the feelings and interests of his friend. 

5. “Love seeketh not her own.” A Christian friend 
is not motivated by what he can get out of a friendship. 
He is not self-centered and self-seeking. He is minded 
to share himself and his own with his friend. His friend’s 
welfare is in every respect his own. Their happiness is 
something they have in common. 

6. “Love is not easly provoked.” A Christian friend 
is not easy to become angry and express it in word and 
deed. He does not burst forth with strong language and 
abuse of the other fellow at the slightest provocation. 
He knows how to control himself, including his tongue. 
He may disagree, and may need to say so, but he can 
do so without losing his temper and, perhaps, his friend. 

7. “Love thinketh no evil.” “Love does not reckon 
up her grievances.” Therefore, a Christian friend does 
not keep books on the insults and injuries he thinks he 
has received. He cultivates the spirit of forgiveness and 
practices it daily. Not seven times does he forgive, but 
seventy times seven—and more. 

8. “Love rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the truth.” A Christian takes no pleasure in the wrong 
a friend may do, however clever the doing itself may be 
or however desirable the object attained may be. One 
who is a Christian will reprove the wrong-doing of a 
friend. No one will claim that that is an easy thing to 
do. However, to do so will discourage a friend in wrong- 
doing and help set him straight again. 

Likewise he will commend a friend for right do- 
ing, especially when the temptation to wrong-doing was 
known to be strong. A Christian will truly rejoice with 
his friend when he has successfully fought and won a 
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battle for righteousness. This will encourage him to 
continue faithfully as a warrior in the “battle for the 
right.” as 
9, “Love beareth all things.” The word used here 
really means “covereth.” A Christian will not delight to 
publish abroad the faults and foibles of his friend, but 
will always be inclined to shield him from the critical 
gaze of others. There will always be something for a 
friend to cover as there are no faultless ones. One will 
sooner or later discover faults in his friend—as the friend 
does in you—but no friend should become a fault finder. 
The words of Luther's explanation of the 8th Com- 
mandment are applicable here. One friend will certain- 
ly do this for another—“apologize for him, speak well 
of him—emphasize his good points—and put the most 
charitable construction on all his actions.” 

10. “Love believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things.” What do these three clauses mean 
for Christian friendship? 

A Christian friend always tries to believe the best 
about others. He stays shy of a suspicious disposition, 
avoids a distrustful attitude towards his friends. 

He is unfailingly hopeful. He is optimistic in his 
attitude towards his friend. The friend may have failed 
at a certain point in their relationships, but he is hope- 
ful that it will not happen again. He is willing to grant 
him another opportunity to make good on their friend- 
ship. 

He endures every disappointment with patience. 
Disappointments do not discourage him. He knows some 
are sure to come. But when they come, and though they 
come ever so frequently, he will not have done with 
Christian friendship because this or that friend let him 
down. He will not give up; he will endure. 

One word—confidence—sums up the meaning of 
these three clauses for friendship. There can be no 
Christian friendship without it. 


Bible Friends 

Think of the friendship of David and Jonathan. 
(I Samuel 18 and 19). Jonathan was a prince and in 
line to be king, and David was but a shepherd boy who 
had captured the popular favor of the people. Yet 
Jonathan was willing to risk his father’s hot displeasure 
in order to save David’s life. He befriended him on every 
occasion and proved himself David’s most devoted friend. 

The story of Ruth and Naomi also shows to what 
extent genuine friendship will go. Ruth was willing to 
leave her people and all that had been dear to her to go 
into a strange land with her mother-in-law. Only a truly 
devoted friend would do that. 


Other Characters That Exemplify 
Christian Friendship 

Abraham Lincoln never became too great to help 
the poorest and most needy person. He never became 
too proud and haughty to mix with the common people. 
He was never too busy to say a kind word. 

Clara Barton, Florence Nightingale, and Jane Ad- 
dams all had that quality of Christian friendship that 
enabled them to serve cheerfully. They were friends to 
those in need—not for any material reward they got, but 
because of the inner satisfaction and the joy of service. 


In our reading course book, “Green Timber,” we 
had two outstanding characters who .practiced Christian 
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friendship. The young preacher and his wife were so 
successful because of their association in Christian 
friendship with those people in the north woods. 


Conclusion 

“To have a friend one must be a friend” has often 
been quoted and it might well be posted where we could 
see it frequently and often be reminded of the fact. 

It would be worth our while in joy and satisfaction 
to develop within ourselves these characteristics we have 
just thought about. Begin today to be a Christian friend. 

Each one who practices these qualities will help 
others to develop them. Encourage anyone who does 
try. Help others while you help yourself. 


February 23, 1941 
Quinquagesima Sunday 
LUTHERANS IN INDIA 
Acts 16:9-13 
Rev. F. L. Coleman, D.D., S.T.M., India 


The Scripture Interpreted 

For two thousand years this urgent call has thrilled 
Christians who are eager to see fulfilled the Lord’s great 
command to preach the Gospel to all the world. Imagine 
ourselves in the place of the great pioneer missionary. 
Every step westward was pushing the outposts of the 
Kingdom into new fields. The journey illustrates how 
Paul’s own judgment and the guidance of the Spirit 
worked in a man who was eager to do his Lord’s will. 


Guidance Through Disappointment 

The province of Asia had looked promising to St. 
Paul, but the Spirit had said “No.” He also tried Bi- 
thynia, but again the Spirit closed the door. Mysia, too, 
he passed by without stopping. Surely Paul must have 
wondered at this repeated blocking of his way, for it 
brought him to the sea at Troas, which seemed like a 
blank wall. Ships from Troas would take him to any 
one of a dozen countries or back home to Antioch. Then 
a vision with a clear definite call came at night, a 
Macedonian man was seen and heard pleading, “Come 
over and help us.” The doubt in Paul’s mind was gone, 
and “assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us to 
preach the Gospel unto them” he and his helpers set 
sail. The words, “assuredly gathering” suggest that he 
pondered carefully over how the Lord had guided him 
and whether it was the Lord calling him in this vision or 
whether it was just a dream. He was assured in his 
heart that it was a divine call, and then he “immediately” 
hunted a ship sailing for Macedonia. 


Consecration Leads To Action 

Sometimes young people say, “How can I tell what 
the Lord wants me to do? Shall I wait for a special 
vision?” This scene at Troas helps us to answer this 
question. It is true that Paul had more than one vision 
which helped him to decide what course to follow, but 
only once did Paul sit down and wait for a vision to 
tell him what to do. However, Paul was on fire to 
preach the Gospel and was ready to do it anywhere, and 
did. He preached wherever he was. The Lord has no 
trouble to guide such a man with visions or without. 
He preached in Damascus where he had gone to per- 
secute and in Jerusalem where he was well known as a 
Christian-hater. He preached to Gentiles in Antioch 
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eager to listen and to proud and indifferent Greeks in 
Athens. He preached to friendly Jews in Philippi and to 
hostile Jews in Antioch. A man like that does not de- 
pend upon special visions to tell him to whom he should 
preach the Gospel. 


Prayer Leads To Knowledge 

In addition to being ready and eager to preach the 
Gospel, the great missionary prayed when he did not 
know what the next step would be. The one time that 
Paul waited for special directions was when the Lord 
told him specifically to wait in Damascus till he should 
be told what to do. We can be sure that the three days 
he waited there in blindness he spent in heart-searching 
meditation and prayer. When Paul received a special 
call to go to the Gentiles, he was in the temple pray- 
ing; and when he and Barnabas received a special call 
to start their missionary journey, they were fasting and 
ministering to the Lord. 


Consecration Leads To Obedience 
A third thing to be noted about Paul’s guidance is 
that he obeyed every command he received from the 
Lord. Even when the Lord told him not to worry about 
his “thorn in the flesh,” which he had prayed the Lord 
three times to take away, he stopped praying that prayer. 


Today’s Consecration and Call 

Serve the Lord now wherever we happen to be, pray 
long and often, and obey the Lord’s commands—these 
are three lessons we learn from the Troas experience of 
Paul the apostle. And these are the instructions the 
Lord gives to His missionaries today. How well this 
fits our present situation. Some say that in Japan today 
missionaries are no longer needed or wanted, but the 
message from the missionaries who labor there is, “Let 
us keep on working.” German, Danish, and Norwegian 
Lutheran Missions in India and other countries are cut 
off from their home bases and do not know what the 
future will bring, but they keep on working and praying. 

The call has come from the distressed Lutheran 
Missions all over the world to the great Lutheran Church 
of America, and it sounds like the call of the Macedonian 
man, “Come over and help us.” This call, however, is 
still more urgent than was that call which Paul heard, 
because it comes from our own brethren in Christ who 
are in great distress. What does this call mean for our 
consecration? What can we do? It means the gift of 
men and money. Perhaps at this time the greatest need 
is for money to support those who are already on the 
fields and whose living has been cut off by the war in 
Europe. However, it may be that God is also calling 
some individuals among us to consecrate their lives to 
His service in India or elsewhere. For all of us this 
call means prayers and sacrificial gifts for the mainte- 
nance of our Lutheran Missions in India and elsewhere 
at a time when the world is greatly upset. 


The Church World-Wide 
It may be hard for boys and girls in city and country 
churches in America to realize that the Kingdom of God 
has spread over the whole wide world. In Madras, India, 
in December, 1938, men and women of 77 different coun- 
tries met in what was perhaps the greatest Christian 


Conference in history. It was great for one reason in 


particular, because the more than 450 delegates from 
many denominations and countries had the wonderful 
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realization that the Christian Church, which is world- 
wide in its expanse, is really one. It has one Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, the Lord. Though there are many differ- 
ences in teaching and worship, there is a bond of union 
which makes all who name the name of Christ one in 
Him. Then, too, they share a passion for the preaching 
of the Gospel and the saving of the souls of men every- 
where. 
The Lutheran Church 

The Lutheran Church is the only Protestant Church 
that has a world organization that functions regularly. 
It is the largest Protestant Church and is more widely 
spread throughout the world than any other. It does not 
teach that all people in the world must become Lutheran 
in order to be saved, but it does have the consciousness 
of believing, preaching, and teaching the truth of God 
as it has been revealed in Christ Jesus and as it is re- 
corded in the scriptures. In the August, 1940, issue of 
“The Foreign Missionary,” appeared the following thrill- 
ing statement: “More persons have died for their faith 
in Germany since 1918 than in all the persecutions of the 
early Church.” Let us pray humbly that the Lord will 
keep us faithful to Him in helping to carry out his great 
plan for the salvation of all mankind, even unto the 
uttermost part of the world. 


Early Lutherans In India 

The Lutheran Church early sent missionaries to 
India. Its record there is a long and worthy one. Bar- 
tholomew Ziezenbalg and Henry Plutschau, two German- 
trained missionaries, were the first to be sent to India as 
Lutheran missionaries. They were sent out by the King of 
Denmark. They landed at Tranquebar in 1706 and es- 
tablished the first Protestant Mission in India. Christian 
Frederick Schwartz, another German, was a Lutheran 
pioneer in India who labored for fifty years, during which 
time he won the love and esteem of thousands of men 
and women in ordinary walks of life as well as that 
of a Rajah. 

John Christian Frederick Heyer, who is now affec- 
tionately known as ‘Father Heyer,” was the first Luth- 
eran missionary from America to go to India. He estab- 
lished the Guntur Mission, which is now a part of the 
work of the United Lutheran Church in India. His life 
reads like fiction; he was of heroic mold. Whenever 
there was a crisis in the Indian missionary undertaking, 
“Father Heyer” could be expected to come forth as a 
faithful defender of the cause. The last time he was 
called upon to go to India to save the mission to our 
Church, he was quite an old man. He is truly one of 
our greatest missionaries. The centennial of the India 
Mission, which he established, will be celebrated in 1942. 


Lutheran Strength in India Today 

The Lutheran Church in India has been wonderfully 
blessed. It now has about 420,000 members with over 
300 missionaries and thousands of native pastors and 
lay workers. Three of the larger Lutheran general 
bodies from America are at work there, namely, The 
United Lutheran Church in America, The American 
Lutheran Church, and the Missouri Synod. Four other 
Lutheran bodies in America cooperate in the Santal 
Mission, namely, Norwegian Lutheran Church, United 
Danish Lutheran Church, Lutheran Free Church, and 
the Danish Lutheran Church. In addition there are three 
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German missionary societies at work in India, two Swed- 
ish, and three Danish. 

These various Lutheran groups in India are organ- 
ized in the Federation of Lutheran Churches in India. 
Delegates from each of them meet in conference every 
three years. The worth of this federation was proven 
during the First World War, 1914-1918, and it is expected 
that it will be even more beneficial to the cause of 
Lutheran Missions during the present world extremi- 
ties. When the All-Lutheran Conference of India is 
held men and women who are Swedish, German, Nor- 
wegian, Danish, Indian, and American meet together as 
Christian brethren to talk over their common problems, 
to find ways of greater cooperation, and to encourage 
each other to more faithful service of Christ the Lord. 


Largest Lutheran Mission in India 

Our own Telugu Mission is the largest Lutheran 
mission in India, the largest Lutheran mission in the 
world, and the largest Protestant mission in the world. 
The Guntur District has the largest proportion of Chris- 
tians of any district in all India. It is here and in the 
surrounding districts that the great movement of the 
middle caste Sudras into the Christian Church has taken 
place. Our college, our high schools, village schools, 
hospitals, tuberculosis sanatorium, school for the blind, 
and other institutions have served millions of the Telugu 
people, Christians and non-Christians alike, in the name 
of our Lord and Master. 


Second Largest Lutheran Mission in India 

The second largest Lutheran Mission in India is 
the Gossner Mission. It is named for Pastor John E. 
Gossner whose missionary enthusiasm in the home church 
in Germany made possible the equipping and sending of 
many consecrated men and women to preach and teach 
the Gospel to the people of India. The first missionaries 
sent out by Pastor Gossner met with much discourage- 
ment. They labored five years without a convert. They 
reported the discouraging fact to Pastor Gossner and 
suggested that they be permitted to begin work else- 
where. Pastor Gossner’s response was to the effect that 
they should stay where they were and work the harder, 
since it was their business simply to preach the Gospel 
and God’s to give the increase of their seed-sowing. The 
wisdom of Pastor Gossner’s advice has been abundantly 
proven by the subsequent success with which the work 
of that mission has consistently met. 

The Present Crisis in India 

The present time is a critical period for the nearly 
half-million Lutherans in India. All the European Mis- 
sions, except the Swedish at this writing, are cut off 
from their home bases by the war in Europe. They re- 
ceive absolutely no money for missionaries’ support nor 
for the work of the native church. They can not return to 
their home countries. They can not even send letters 
nor get news from their relatives and friends back home. 
Missionaries and Indian co-workers alike are suffering 
hardships, and none can tell what the future holds for 
them. The great work which has been built up during 
the past century and more is in danger, but the mission- 
aries and native workers are carrying on in the faith that 
the Lord will be with them in their necessity. 

Lutheran America Help! 

The Lutheran Church in America is the only church 

that can help these other Lutherans in India and else- 
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where where they are in the same desperate straits. Some 
help has already been given, but much, much more is 
greatly needed. If the war continues, or even if it does 
not, the situation in Europe will be so critical for years 
to come that it will be necessary for the Lutherans of 
America to give generously for their support for some 
time to come. Some $250,000 was raised in the Spring 
of 1940 for distressed Lutheran world missions and 
greatly afflicted Finland and Norway. In the Fall of 
1940, a campaign, known as Lutheran World Action, 
was conducted for $500,000. Did our congregation con- 
tribute generously in this great emergency? How much 
did we give? Did our Luther League make a contribu- 
tion? If we did not, would we not like to do so now? 
It is not too late. Make the contribution through your 
congregation to the synodical treasurer who will in turn 
forward it to the proper place. 


A Missionary Writes 

“I am writing these words in San Francisco (Oc- 
tober 4, 1940) the day before we sail for India. What 
will happen to our work there and to us only the Lord 
knows, but we have full confidence that He is with His 
Church in India as He is with us His servants. 

“We must look beyond the present into the future. 
India is wide open to receive the Gospel today. The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is the only cure for the world’s 
terrible sickness. Let us fight the good fight; let us keep 
the faith, and without doubt we shall receive the crown 
laid up for us in heaven.” 

(Editor’s Note: Under the title, “No Respecter of Persons,”’ 
appeared an article in ‘“The Lutheran,” of November 27, 1940, which 
tells of the harrowing experience of Missionary Coleman, the writer 
of this material, on his trans-oceanic crossing to India. By all 
means look up the article and make some use of it in your meeting. 


Intermediates will thrill to the hair-raising experiences which these 
real missionaries encountered.) 
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February 2, 1941 
The Transfiguration 
THE LOST CHAPTER 
Luke 15:4-8; 31, 32 
Rev. Frank H. Clutz, St. Paul, Minnesota 
One question which people ask over and over again 
is, “What is God like?” All of us are anxious to know 
God and to understand His nature. Very often this de- 
sire to know God is especially strong in young people 
about our age. There is a new and larger world opening 
to us with a corresponding challenge and we need a 
deeper and clearer knowledge of God. 


Jesus Shows Us God 

Jesus came to show forth the Father. This He did 
in many ways: in His own devotion and trust toward 
God, in His love which was like the Father’s love, and 
in His parables depicting truths about God. To the 
Gospel-writer, Luke, we owe our thanks for recording 
three of the most beautiful and the most revealing of 
Jesus’ parables. They give us three quite different, yet 
basically similar, accounts of the way God loves lost 
persons. 

This fifteenth chapter of Luke is called the “lost” 
chapter because in each of the three parables Jesus re- 
fers to that which is lost. In the first it is a lost sheep, 
the second a lost coin, and in the last two, lost sons. 
There are many lovers of the Bible who would hold on 
to this chapter as their treasure after nearly all others 
were taken away if forced to make a choice. Mission- 
aries have told how these parables, especially that of the 
prodigal son, appeal to those who do not know the 
Christian God. They will listen with intense interest 
to the telling and re-telling of the story of the Father’s 
forgiving love. 

Who Are The Lost? 

Jesus was accused by the scribes and Pharisees be- 
cause He associated with sinners. It was after they com- 
plained, “This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with 
them,” that He told the stories. Was He trying to get 
these proud men to look at the ones they condemned 
with sympathy rather than condemnation? 
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Sinners was a term that Jesus rarely used in talk- 
ing about people. He knew their sins, to be sure, and 
knew they needed redemption by God’s love. Still there 
was understanding and there was sympathy in His heart 
that showed concern for wayward people. He called 
them lost. What did He mean? 

Some are lost like a sheep. They have wandered 
away from the fold. Perhaps they were impulsive and 
venturesome, losing their way. It may be that gradual 
neglect to heed the Shepherd’s voice found them wander- 
ing farther away until they came to the dangerous preci- 
pices. Others, Jesus said, are like the lost coin that the 
woman dropped, not really responsible for its own condi- 
tion. Many young people are in trouble or unfortunately 
situated because they had irresponsible parents or bad 
associates. All blame must not be removed from their 
own shoulders, but~those responsible let them slip 
through their fingers to fall into dark and unhealthy 
places. Still others are lost, we learn from the third 
parable, because they think only of self; of selfish am- 
bitions and pleasures. Home and home-folks have grown 
tedious and there must be an opportunity to learn by 
experience, unpleasant though it may be. The son who 
remained at home let his selfish pride and interest show 
in the way he treated both his father and his prodigal 
brother. 


Four Types of Lost Humanity 

There are really, then, four examples of lost hu- 
manity in this chapter. In each instance Jesus shows that 
being lost means being out of right relationships. A 
man is lost when he is beyond God’s care like a sheep 
is lost that has gotten away from the flock. The same 
idea runs through the other parables. Do you see how 
easily we can get lost? What are some of the reasons we 
lose our way today? Where would you look for those 
who have lost their way like the sheep, or the coin, or 
the prodigal, or the elder brother? 


God’s Love For The Lost 
As we study the parables what do we learn about 
God’s attitude toward men who are lost? The religious 
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leaders who criticized Jesus never showed mercy or 
sympathy for the poor, wayward and unfortunate. They 
stayed away from them and looked down on them with- 
out making any effort to help them. But God’s attitude 
is very, very different. 

God’s love is like that of the shepherd who risks his 
life and his flock for the safety of the strayed sheep. 
God’s concern is like that of the woman who left no 
corner unsearched in her anxiety to find the lost coin. 
God’s compassion is like that of the father who waited 
for the one son’s return and who gave full appreciation 
to the other for all that he had done. This shows that 
God seeks the salvation of men. His love is a seeking 
love. 

Repentence and Salvation 

The prodigal’s change of mind and heart was the 
beginning of the way of salvation. He “came to his 
senses.” This is a very necessary step in his spiritual 
life. God’s love would never force anyone to acceptance. 
The Father in Heaven, the father in the parable and 
many an earthly parent have had to wait for that re- 
pentent condition. Let us recall the circumstances that 
brought the young man to his right mind. What similar 
experiences help us to think seriously about our con- 
dition? : 

When the son in the far country turned his face 
homeward and away from the evil life, he was on the 
right road to the father’s home. Love kept the anxious 
father watching and waiting, but it could never go to 
an unreceptive heart. No honest sorrow for sin, on the 
other hand, will go without forgiveness by the Grace 
of God. 

Heavenly Joy 

Finding that which was lost always brings joy. 
Everyone has had the experience of happiness and thank- 
fulness that comes in finding a treasure which was lost. 
The rejoicing has been and will be determined largely 
by the value placed on the lost article. In the sight of 
God each individual soul is treasured. The parables show 
how much each one means to Him. What other evi- 
dences do we have of this? 

The shepherd returns rejoicing more over the one 
sheep found than over the ninety and nine in the fold. 
The woman calls in her friends to celebrate the discovery 
of the lost coin. The father prepares a banquet and gives 
choice gifts to the returned son. So God rejoices in the 
salvation of souls. He loves His children with an ever- 
lasting love. Has that love found its way into our 
hearts? Have we helped others to know the Father’s 
forgiveness? How much joy will we help bring in heaven 
by our own and other men’s salvation? 


February 9, 1941 
Septuagesima Sunday 
WHAT’S THE MATTER WITH OUR TIMES? 
Isaiah 1:2-9 
Rev. Erwin S. Spees, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Introduction 
Have you ever been seriously ill? 

When we are sick we ask a doctor to examine us in 
order that he might determine what causes our physical 
disorder. X-rays can be taken and various tests made. 
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The physician then analyzes the data he has collected 
and on the basis of his study he says: “Now this is the 
cause of your ailment.” And immediately he prescribes 
a treatment, for his main concern is that we should re- 
gain our normal health as soon as possible. 

Our League topic for this meeting is: ‘““What’s The 
Matter With Our Times?” 

As Leaguers we are aware that there is something 
wrong with our times. In other words, this day of our 
world’s history is “sick.” Some of the evidences of this 
sickness might be listed as follows: Wide-spread unem- 
ployment, crime, war, drunkenness, breakup of the home 
through divorce, godlessness. These are only a few of 
the evidences of this sickness of our times, and you 
Leaguers can add others. And with Hamlet in Shakes- 
peare’s drama we, too, can say, “The times are out of 
joint.” Why is this true? 

Isaiah’s Time 

For a moment let us look at the Scripture reference 
assigned for this topic. It is taken from the Book of 
Isaiah. As a young man Isaiah was called to be a 
prophet of God. In the sixth chapter of this book that 
bears his name he tells us that he was called to be a 
prophet in the year that a great and good king died. 
The king’s name was Uzziah, and the year was proba- 
bly B. C. 740. “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” said a voice as this young man worshipped in the 
temple. Isaiah’s response was, ‘Here am I, send me.” 

And how he was needed! There was oppression of 
the poor by the rich; many people put more trust in the 
ceremonies of their religion than they did in religion 
itself; rulers tried to make entangling alliances with 
foreign nations; drunkenness was common among certain 
groups of people; luxury made a section of the popula- 
tion proud and conceited; and what hurt the prophet 
most was that the land was full of idols, and these idols 
were worshipped by many individuals. People often look 
to the past and speak about “the good old days.” But 
surely these were not times we would like to see re- 
turn again! 

Yes, there was something wrong with Isaiah’s day. 
In verses 5 and 6 of the first chapter we read: “The 
whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the 
sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness 
in it.” And like a good doctor Isaiah sought for the 
cause of all this trouble. The cause of the difficulty he 
said was this: the people “have forsaken Jehovah, they 
have despised the Holy One of Israel” (verse 4). In 
other words, the source of all trouble was due to the 
fact that the people had forgotten God. That was the 
reason for the sickness of his nation, and Isaiah knew 
the remedy needed to “cure” the “patient.’ And so 
the prophet spent his days in an attempt to lead his 
nation back to God Who is the only One Who can 
bring salvation to people as well as to nations. 


Today 

Our day is “sick unto death” because people have 
forgotten God. Some time ago in one of our large 
American cities a cartoon in a daily newspaper created 
quite a bit of interest and comment. The picture showed 
that a storm was raging. In one corner of the picture 
a woman, with the word “civilization” written on her 
dress, was kneeling beside a rock. Her pathetic cry was, 
“Has God forsaken us?” In the opposite corner there 
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stood an old man. He held a pen in one hand, and in the 
other a book marked “History.” To the woman’s ques- 
tion he says, “No, He hasn’t forgotten you—but have 
you been neglecting Him?’ The words above the car- 
toon were these: “Something to think about.” 

From beginning to end the Bible emphasizes the 
fact that to neglect God means evil and corruption, 
heartache and anguish. When the national life of the 
Hebrew people was on the decline the ancient prophets 
of God said, “Israel hath forsaken God.” And if our 
day is “sick unto death,” it is because people have for- 
gotten God—God who, in the beginning created all 
things; God who, because He is our Father, sustains all 
things; God who, because He is love, sent Jesus Christ 
into the world to seek and to save that which was lost 
from the Father and to give His life a ransom for many. 

Some time ago a thoughtful man said: “Europe does 
not understand the danger in which it stands. Why not? 
Because it does not understand the First Commandment.” 
(Karl Barth) And the First Commandment reads: “I 
am the Lord thy God; thou shalt have no other gods 
before Me.” 

As Leaguers let us point the way to a new and 
better day. And we can do this by consecrating our 
lives to the God whom Jesus revealed. “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.” 
Jesus said that this was the greatest of all the command- 
ments of God. And in these times we need to keep 
this commandment constantly before us. 

“Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 


Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home.”’ 


Reference Materials 

Use illustrations from Margaret Slattery’s book, 

Himself’ (Pilgrim Press). p 

Consult a Bible Dictionary with regard to the life and times of 
Isaiah. 


“He Took It Upon 


February 16, 1941 
Sexagesima Sunday 
U. L. C. A. FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Isaiah 60:1-5 
Rev. M. Edwin Thomas, D.D. 


Our Growing Churches Abroad ° 

The Lutheran churches in our foreign fields are 
growing in every way. They are located in the following 
six countries: 

India 

Our mission in India was founded in 1842, at Guntur, 
by Rev. Frederick Heyer, M.D., affectionately known 
as “Father Heyer.” It will celebrate its 100th anniver- 
sary, therefore, in 1942, when both in India and in 
America a worthy Centennial Fund will be raised. 

Part of the field in the Telugu country of the 
Madras Presidency lies south of the Krishna River. It 
has a population of about 2,500,000. The main station is 
Guntur. Other stations at which missionaries reside are: 
Tenali, Repalle, Chirala, Narsaravupet, Sattenapalli, 
Rentichintala, Tarlupad. 

Part of the field lies along the banks of the Godavery 
River. The principal station is Rajahmundry. Other 
stations are: Dowlaishwaram, Samulkot, Peddapur, Yel- 
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leswaram, Bhimawaram, Tanuku and Vegeswarapuram. 
The poplation is nearly 3,000,000. 

Andhra Christian College is located at Guntur, where 
there are also boys’ and girls’ (Sylvanus Stall) high 
schools. The Theological Seminary is located at Luther- 
giri, Rajahmundry. Boys’ high schools are in Bhima- 
waram and Peddapur. In nearly a thousand towns and 
villages primary schools are conducted. Some kind of 
industrial work is associated with practically every 


station. 
Hospitals and dispensary work are at Guntur, Chir- 
ala, Rentichintala, Rajahmundry, Bhimawaram and 


Visrantipuram. 

The 89 missionaries, including wives, are associated 
in all parts and departments of the work with 100 or- 
dained Indian pastors, 529 evangelistic workers, 1797 
school teachers and 534 other workers; a total native 
force of 2960. 

The Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, now 
numbering 185,373 baptized members, was organized in 
1927, and is growing in efficiency and influence. 


Liberia, Africa 

Our Liberia mission was founded in 1860 by Rev. 
Morris Officer. The number of missionaries today is 24. 

The main station is located on the St. Paul River, 
25 miles from Monrovia, the capital. Interior stations are 
at Sanoyea and Zorzor. A new station is being de- 
veloped at Bellefani. From the coast to the farthest in- 
terior work the distance is 200 miles, most of which 
must be travelled on foot or in hammock chairs carried 
by natives. The interior tribes are Kpelles, Buzis and 
others. ; 

Phoebe Hospital, boys’ and girls’ (Emma V. Day) 
boarding schools are located at the main station. Pri- 
mary schools, partly boarding, are conducted at the in- 
terior stations and in some half-towns. Medical work 
also is done by American doctors and nurses at Zor- 
zor and Sanoyea. The first Lutheran to be ordained is 
Rev. John Clinton, and another, Byron Traub, will be 
ordained after he kas finished his period of probation 
next year. The number of baptized members is 2385, and 
the work is making good progress. 


Japan 

In 1942, while the India mission is celebrating its 
centenary, the Japan mission will observe its 50th anni- 
versary. Revs. J. A. B. Scherer and R. B. Perry were 
the pioneer missionaries, and the first station was Saga 
on the island of Kyushu. The principal station on that 
island today is Kumamoto, where are located the boys’ 
(Kyushu Gakuin) and the girls’ (Kyushu Jogakuin) mid- 
dle schools and the Colony of Mercy (Ji Ai En). Other 
stations on this island where missionaries reside are: 
Fukuoka and Kurume, the station where the United 
Danish Church began its work in 1898. 


Stations on the main island of Hondo, where mis- 
sionaries reside are: Kobe, Osaka, Nagoya and Tokyo. 
The Theological Seminary is located at Tokyo as are 
also the Homes for the Aged and Widows (Bethany). 
The only other schools are kindergartens in seven dif- 
ferent cities. There is no need for medical and hospital 
work in Japan. The baptized membership is 5152. The 
Lutheran Church in Japan was organized in 1928. The 
number of missionaries, including wives is 35, and there 
are 33 ordained Japanese pastors, and 287 other workers. 


Twenty-one 


China 
Founded in 1898 by the Berlin Missionary Society 
the mission in the Shantung Province, centering in 
Tsingtao, became the mission of the United Lutheran 
Church in America on January 1, 1925. Other stations at 
which missionaries reside, besides Tsingtao, are Tsimo 
and Kiaochow. In Tsimo is the Junior Coeducational 
Middle School and a branch hospital and dispensary 
work; in Tsingtao, the Lutheran Hospital, Bible Train- 
ing School and Tai Tung Chen Community Center. 
Cooperating with the 20 missionaries are five or- 
dained Chinese pastors and 155 other workers at 70 
regular preaching places. The baptized membership is 
5408. The China mission now is our second largest 
mission and is rapidly growing. 


South America 

Argentina. The mission in Buenos Aires became the 
mission of the United Lutheran Church in 1919. At 
Villa del Parque, Buenos Aires, there is a flourishing 
congregation (Redeemer) and a high school (Colegio 
Nacional). Congregations have been established at Cas- 
eros, San Miguel, Jose C. Paz, Villa Progreso and Villa 
Ballester, with which congregational schools are united. 


In Eldorado, Misiones territory, near the boundary 
line of Brazil, work is being done among immigrated 
Germans, Danes and Poles. There are three regular 
congregations with 750 members under the direction of 
a missionary and an Argentina pastor. The total bap- 
tized membership is 1486, served by seven missionaries 
and three national pastors. The total number of national 
workers is 30. 

British Guiana. Responsibility for this field was as- 
sumed by the East Pennsylvania Synod in 1889. It is 
now showing signs of new life and growth. Two national 
pastors and two ordained missionaries with their wives 
serve the ten congregations with a baptized membership 
of 972. The oldest congregation is Ebenezer in New 
Amsterdam, founded in 1743; the newest is in George- 
town, the capital, begun in 1938. Along the Berbice 
River work is done among immigrated East Indians and 
aboriginal South American Indians (Arawaks). There 
are 14 national workers. 


February 23, 1941 
Quinquagesima Sunday 
A GOOD LENT 
Isaiah 58 :5-12 
Mr. Carl Beisecker, President, Pittsburgh Synod Luther League 
So much is said year after year concerning the 
proper observarice of Lent, that one can hardly avoid 
repetition. Quite naturally, as Luther Leaguers, we 
ought to be deeply interested in “A Good Lent.” But 
just how good it really is, depends in the final analysis 
upon what we make it. Our task, therefore, is to dis- 
cover the essentials of a good Lenten season. 


A True Fast 

To begin with, there comes to mind the thought of 
fasting. But the prophet Isaiah rightly suggests that 
there is a correct and an incorrect way in which to ob- 
‘serve this custom. Undoubtedly the Lenten season is 
none too popular with many Luther Leaguers, chiefly 
because we have insisted that abstinence from candy, 
movies, dances, and the like, is an absolute necessity. 
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Is not this the true fast, however, renouncing the 
sins which war against the soul? Like Susan, in Susan 
and God, who confesses her sins by confessing that her 
hair has been dyed, we too can easily side-track the real 
issue at stake. Depriving ourselves of something that 
we like, and yet which essentially is not sinful, can never 
be as helpful to the soul as renouncing our evil ways. 

Here is the true fast which we are to observe. St. 
Paul calls it “putting off the old man.” That certainly 
is far more difficult that getting rid of excess fat. In 
the words of the prophet Joel, we are to “rend our 
hearts, and not our garments.” 


The Positive Emphasis 
We might go a step farther and say that a good 
Lent is one whose emphasis is positive rather than nega- 
tive. The pressing question is not “What should I stop 
doing?” but “What should I be doing?” Fill a life with 
those things which are good and acceptable in the sight 
of God, and evil will be crowded out. 


Consequently, this is a season that demands of us 
a closer walk with our Lord Jesus Christ. It means 
added attendance at church services, increased Bible 
study, more intensive periods of private devotions. It 
means giving Christ more of our time and love and 
loyalty than we have been doing. In short, it means that 
we shall put forth increased effort to live for Christ and 
Him only. 

The Cross of Christ 

Obviously, no Lenten season is complete unless the 
Cross of Christ is at its very center. A good Lent, there- 
fore, will lead us directly to the foot of the Cross as 
humble and contrite sinners, rather than leave us stand- 
ing afar off. It will make us duly appreciative of the 
fact that we have been “bought with a price,” and there- 
fore must be ready and willing to bear the Cross of Christ 
just as sacrificially as He did. 

In our churches the one great theme upon which 
pastors will base their preaching during the Lenten 
season will be the portrayal of the suffering, yet vic- 
torious Christ. We, too, are called upon to follow the 
Saviour upward to Jerusalem and the Cross. Yet to do 
so requires of us a courage and a love that are depend- 
ent upon our sense of gratefulness and appreciation of 
what Christ has done for us, realizing as we do, that we 


are sinners in the sight of God in need of this salvation.. 
CS 


' The Social Responsibility 
Growing out of this appreciation of what Christ has- 
done for us there should be a desire on our part to do: 
Something for others. A good Lent is more than a 
blessing to us personally; it challenges us with definite- 
opportunities for Christian service. It goes beyond! our- 
selves to others. 


Most of us have sung the words of the hymn: 


Wha have I done for Thee, Thou Crucified?’” 
“This hast Thou done for me; 


But how have we answered that question? Is not 
the poet right when she says: 


More than fasting, yea, and more than prayer,. 
Lent should mean much more to us than these;. 
Mote than a table set with meager fate; 

More than long hours spent upon our knees; 
Truly it should be kept with ptayer and praise; 
Truly we should walk humbly, should abstain 
From wotrldliness, recalling His last days, 

The Cross He bore, His agony and pain: 
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But remembering the quiet way He we 

About His Father’s business, oe oie 
Move out to serve Him, willing to be spent, 
Giving our hearts in love and sympathy 

To the heavy burdened, “to the least of these.” 
More than pattaking of the sacrament, 

Or prayer or fasting, I think we should please 
The lowly Christ in thus observing Lent. 


—Grace Noll Crowell 


The After-Effects 

A good Lent, we believe, will not end with Easter, 
but will last throughout the year which lies ahead. The 
pattern of life which we have thus set up—the renounc- 
ing of definite sins, the closer walk with Christ, the 
deeper appreciation of His sacrificial death and resur- 
rection, and the acceptance of definite Christian service 
—these things dare not be thrown overboard once Lent 
is over. In other words, Lent is a sample of what Life 
ought to mean to us continuously. 

Someone once wrote to Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, 
criticising the “short-lived religion of Lent.” “It is too 


sentimental,” said the writer. “It does not last. Too 
many of us telescope our religion into six sodden weeks 
and forget about it the rest of the year.” 

Ts that true of us, Luther Leaguers? Just how long 
does each Lenten season cast its spell over you? 


When these forty days of devotion 
To the suffering Saviour are spent, 
And history marks on its pages 

The present season of Lent, 

Shall we rest for a while on our laurels 
Of prescribed meditation and prayer, 
Satisfied with a glorius Easter 

And not moving forward from there? 


Having walked for a while with the Master 
In the sorrowful way that He trod; 
Having been for a time a disciple 
Of Him Who was equal with God; 
Shall we, when the season is ended, 
Count the lessons as nothing but dross, 
By ceasing to live after Easter 
The life of the Man on the Cross? 
—H. C. Michael 


February 2, 1941 
The Transfiguration 
THE CASE FOR CHASTITY 


I Thessalonians 4:3-8 
Dr. Luther E. Woodward, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Introduction 
The wording of this topic may suggest that the 
writer should be a sort of “Attorney for the Defense,” 
amassing facts in support of the idea and refuting every 
opposing idea, but explanation will probably be more 
helpful than argument. 


Associated Ideas 

Just as people are apt to be judged by the com- 
pany they keep, so ideas take on the meaning of other 
ideas associated with them. The idea of chastity is not 
apt to have full appeal to us in the twentieth century be- 
cause of its associations with an earlier period in his- 
tory. When it is mentioned we somehow think of the 
Middle Ages. We picture neatly robed nuns walking in 
a monastery garden or kneeling at their prayers. Chastity 
was made a great virtue in the church of the Middle 
Ages and perhaps for that reason we continue to asso- 
ciate it with the past. 

Then, too, the instruction in our church schools and 
the religious literature provided for us has often con- 
cealed more than it revealed. Too often the instruction 
was vague. Whatever we got, we got by inference. We 
concluded that chastity has something to do with sex, 
but just what was not always clear. We sometimes were 


FEBRUARY, 1941 


| YOUNG PEOPLE'S TOPICS sl lz 


For February, 1941 ZS 


Theme {or the Month: “Home Builders” 


made to feel that we should never think of sex in human 
life—that to do so marked us as impure and unholy. At 
the same time we suspected that our elders did not quite 
practice what they taught, although they did not wil- 
fully deceive us. They wanted to give us Christian 
ideals but could not free themselves sufficiently from the 
prevailing taboos to tell us plainly and simply just what - 
they meant. Doubtless they meant only to teach us to 
abstain from sexual vices but sometimes gave the im- 
pression that all thoughts and personal desires directed 
toward someone of the opposite sex were to be avoided. 
These associations in our minds are unfortunate for they 
may rob us of a very sound idea which is applicable to 
the daily life of everyone. 


Consecrating The Affections 

We need to give the idea of chastity a new setting 
in which its meaning becomes clearer and its associa- 
tions more homey and attractive. Dr. Moffat’s transla- 
tion of the scripture lesson helps us here: “It is God’s 
will that you should be consecrated, that you abstain 
from sexual vice, that each of you should learn to take 
a wife for himself chastely and honorably, not to gratify 
sensual passion like the Gentiles in their ignorance of 
God.” Could we not change our topic to “Consecrating 
the Affections?” That interests us more. There is in 
all of us enough respect and dignity so that consecra- 
tion is not a foreign idea to us; and our affections and 
desires are so personal that we could not escape from 
them if we would. Fortunately we take our affections 
seriously. Love stories have an appeal to all of us and 
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we despise no one so much as him who trifles with an- 
other’s affections. 


Accepting Our Sexual Natures 

If we are to be consecrated in our affections, per- 
haps the first thing we have to do is to accept sex as a 
fact in life, really accept it without reservations and 
compromises, as a God-given endowment. Except for 
unfortunate mental associations there is no reason to 
regard our sexual nature as any less respectful or honor- 
able than any other phase of life. The microscope can 
reveal no inferiority in our sexual anatomy. And surely 
one of the most obvious facts about human existence is 
that people are male and female. As the Bible put it: 
“In the beginning God made them male and female, 
male and female made He them.” Moreover, we read: 
“And God said it was not good that man should be alone, 
I will make an helpmeet for him... and they twain 
shall be one flesh.” God obviously meant their coming 
together to enhance, not degrade, their daily living so 
that we might better be proud, rather than ashamed that 
we are male and female. 


Respecting Personality 
Men and women are personalities. Each is unique 
and no two are the same. One person is attracted by 
one person and another by a different person. Interest 
and affection go out to one more than to another and 
develop into a desire to know the loved one increasingly 
and to share more and more of one’s life with him or 
her. Interest and pleasure in each other becomes mutual. 
Each wants to go on loving, giving and getting affec- 
tion, working together, learning together, playing to- 
gether. Personality answers to personality and together 
they grow. 
What Chastity Is Not 
Chastity does not mean to run away from marriage 
or become a recluse. It does not mean to avoid all 
thoughts of sex and become prudish. It does not make 
a fetish out of innocence, look upon our sexual natures 
as wicked nor regard celibacy as a supreme virtue. 


Chastity a Positive Virtue 

Chastity is a positive virtue, not a series of “thou- 
shalt-nots.” It attaches great value to manliness and 
womanliness and refuses to degrade them. It means that 
as men and women we must be real persons and must 
treat each other as such. Chastity affirms the import- 
ance of the sexual instinct by requiring that lovers and 
mates cherish each other with profound respect, and that 
they treat each other scrupulously as persons and refuse 
to use one another as a play-toy or anything that is less 
than a person. Loving mates will share to the full but 
they never use one another merely for self-pleasure. 
Their joy must be mutual. 

The most wholesome, chaste and pure-minded young 
people are usually not those who are grossly ignorant 
of their sexual natures, for these are apt to be morbidly 
curious. Rather they are those who recognize quite 
frankly their tendency to be interested in persons of 
the opposite sex, who admit that they want to find 
mates for themselves, who have obtained sound knowl- 
edge of sexual anatomy and functions and who con- 
sistently associate sex with love and respect for per- 
sonality. They know that when they develop a really 
great love for someone, they will then want to marry 
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and express it with their sexual natures as well as with 
words, flowers and sweets. Consecrating their affection 
by giving it only to the one who calls it forth, they dis- 
cover greater worth in the beloved and find their own 
worth enhanced. And with consecrated giving and 
getting of affection comes mutual growth so that not 
only do “They twain become one flesh,” but they achieve 
oneness of spirit as well. 

Young people who thus consecrate their affections 
are the hope of every generation, for it is they who live 
abundantly and it is they who find happiness and are 
able to share it. It is they who are the teachers and in- 
spirers of tomorrow's children, for it is they who have 
the winsomeness to attract and hold the affections of 
children. 


February 9, 1941 
Septuagesima Sunday 
CHOOSING A LIFE PARTNER 
Genesis 24:1-28 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Home is the one place in the modern world where 
the individual comes into his own. Here men and women 
show the spirit and character that they really possess. 
The school, the church, and the office or workshop set 
standards for one’s conduct toward others to which most 
people feel they must conform. But within the home 
there are no barriers to bad temper, selfishness, stingi- 
ness, and poor sportsmanship in general; and all too fre- 
quently the man or woman must confess “I held myself 
in till I came home; and then I said and did exactly 
what I wanted to say and do.” 

Fortunately for home life the opposite may be true. 
In the home the husband and wife have the opportunity 
for daily comradeship that knows no equal anywhere 
else in human experience. While some young married 
couples seem to regard the home only as a place to 
rest between business and social engagements, there are 
others that have so much fun in keeping house in a few 
rooms and with slender resources that older folks living 
in greater luxury, admit that they envy them. These two 
phases of home life should lead us to understand that it 
is very important that in choosing a life partner for our 
home there should be careful thinking and planning 
ahead. 

The Fundamental Principles 

G. Vernon Bennett well says that “any compre- 
hensive life plan should include three major fields of in- 
terest activity—work, play, love.’ To this we would 
surely add religion. Bennett also says: “One’s voca- 
tion or career will be the hub or center of one’s work 
interests, avocations and friendships the center of one’s 
play interest, and the family and home the center of 
one’s love interests.” The church and the family altar 
should be the center of his religious interests. 

The choosing of a life partner is therefore of a 
more important consequence than the choosing of one’s 
vocation, as we acknowledge that one’s mate is the 
heart of the family and home center. 

For a number of years there was a surprising lack 
of good, sound, scientific information and principles of 
counseling in regard to choosing a life partner. If a man 
wanted to enter the chicken business, he could find books, 
schools, and experts ready to help him in the choice of 
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poultry, eggs and methods of production, but when he 
wanted help in selecting a life partner, he was met every- 
where with a grin and joke. 

Today there are materials available that will give 
enlightenment and assist one to have a better under- 
standing in the choosing of a life partner. (Suggested 
books and pamphlets under “Bibliography.”) 


Suggestions 

The following suggestions are worth discussion: 

1. Plan for a permanent home. Do not consider the 
Possibility of divorce. Do not be misled by the current 
idea that “if it does not succeed, we can break it up.” 
Insist that it will succeed, that there will be no possi- 
bility of failure. “The ideal of a marriage for life is the 
only union which the church can teach. Divorce even 
when allowed by the church, must be looked upon as a 
tragic and humiliating failure.” 

2. Practice cooperation before marriage. That is, 
engage in all kinds of cooperative ventures (reading, 
working, playing, discussing important questions to- 
gether) before marriage so that you may discover the 
way by which you can work together. “Many more 
marriages would turn out well if the contracting parties 
acted as if love might be the reward of five or ten years 
of successful cooperation.” 

3. Do not marry too hastily. Be sure that this feel- 
ing for the other person is a genuine affair of the heart, 
but that the head completely approves also. Just how 
long an engagement should be is a matter upon which 
no one should be dogmatic. It varies in different cases. 
It is seldom wise though, for people who have known 
each other for a period shorter than several years to get 
married, and an engagement should usually extend over 
a period of months. 

4. Make the engagement a period of real prepara- 
tion for marriage. Too many people think only of the 
Privileges thati come with engagement; they should 
make more of the obligations. Financial policies should 
be discussed and the actual practice of some of these 
policies that they think they will adopt should be con- 
sidered. : 

One of the important values of an engagement is 
that the two learn how to talk the problem through, 
that they avoid certain emergencies of early married life 
by having faced these issues before the wedding. 

5. Consider well what “love” involves for you. Read 
and study I Corinthians 13 for suggestions as to atti- 
tudes. The lover considers the other person’s welfare 
and interest first; the interest of the other person, how- 
ever, must be regarded as a phase of the welfare of the 
whole family, including children. 

6. The religious issue cannot be lightly dismissed. 
Every investigation of marriage happiness today should 
offer a prominent place to the discussion of mixed mar- 
riages, which are extremely important and should even 
take precedence over the questions of affection, weight, 
moods and similar subjects. There is convincing sta- 
tistical evidence of conditions as they exist. The Board 
of American Missions of the United Lutheran Church in 
America has published a summary showing how the 
marriages of Lutherans and non-Lutherans relate to 
continued active membership in the Church,. The studies, 
embracing 3,101 weddings, give this tabulation of mixed 
marriages: 
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With Christ we believe that definite marriage predic- 
tions can be made. These assurances may not be able to 
offer money, creative comforts, entry into fashionable 
circles, but they will guarantee inner happiness, joy of 
comradeship, strength for suffering, light in darkness. 


Prescription For Added Happiness 
In an article in the Walther League Messenger, over 
the letters W. A. M., the following prescription for 
wedded happiness was given: 


“ee 


Whatever ye do (in courtship and in marriage) in word and 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord!’ 

Make Christ the Counsellor in your wedding plans- by invoking 
His help. 

Focus home ideals on this central pivotal point: ‘My partner in 
life must be of my faith, my Church!’ 

Every Sunday, with only those exceptions which necessity de- 
mands, will find me with my beloved in Church! 

From the first day of our wedded life, in sunshine and shadow, 
our home will be a church of Christ with the Saviour 
worshipped in His Word and in prayer! 

All problems of our household will be decided not by dictates of 
popular opinion, but by the clear statements of the Word 
of God!” 

The Divine Element in a Choice 

So often there is the failure to recognize the divine 
element in choosing a mate. Failure to approach the 
marriage relationship with a reverent, prayerful atti- 
tude, recognizing its divine origin, and its religious re- 
lationship is a serious mistake as demonstrated by the 
fact that most of the divorces are among the irreligious. 
Dr. G. W. Fiske, in the “Christian Family,” gives some 
very interesting facts bearing upon the religious factor in 
permanent marriages. He makes the statement that in 
Christian homes the ratio of divorce to marriage is less 
than one to fifty, while for all marriages in the United 
States the ratio is one to six, now one to five. 

Subtract the number of divorces in Christian homes 
from the total number in the country and it will appear 
that the ratio of divorces in unreligious homes is much’ 
greater than one to five. 

These facts prove that much care should be exer- 
cised during the choosing of a mate and offers evidence 
to support the fact that religion is an important factor 
in making happy homes. 
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February 16, 1941 
Sexagesima Sunday 


THE MARRIAGE SERVICE 
Matthew 19 :4-6 


Rey. John F. Bauchmann, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

To interpret the marriage service is not an easy 
matter, but in order to make it more concrete, I am 
going to ask you to imagine, if you will, that you have 
come to ask me, as your pastor, to officiate at the wed- 
ding, and that in preparation for your marriage I am 
explaining the service to you. 

Absolute Frankness 

You probably know that in the opening paragraph 
of our service of marriage, it says “it becometh those 
who enter therein to weigh, with reverent minds, what 
the Word of God teacheth concerning it.” As a repre- 
sentative of Christ’s Church, the responsibility rests upon 
me to give Christ’s blessing only to those marriages 
which I sincerely feel in my best judgment are ap- 
proached in His spirit, and deserving of His blessing. 
There is a vast difference—or should be—between a 
marriage performed by a Justice of the Peace, which is 
all right in the eyes of the law, and one performed by a 
pastor, as in the sight of God. 

We must recognize and realize that there is nothing 
hid which shall not come to light. No marriage can 
be permanently happy and successful in which the man, 
or the woman, is attempting to conceal anything what- 
soever from the other. It is difficult at best to live a lie, 
but to have to do it all one’s life, and in the close inti- 
macy that is involved in married life, inevitably leads to 
disaster. Be sure, then, that you are ready to welcome 
the person you have chosen to be your partner in life 
into the inmost secrets of your heart and thoughts; that 
you have already poured out to that person everything— 
not only what you consider he or she has a right to 
know, but everything that weighs on your heart; that 
you can come to each other in the utmost frankness and 
sincerity. Be perfectly sure that not only in the sight 
of people, but also in the sight of God, there is nothing 
which you are not willing and ready to share. 


Lifelong Faithfulness 

The Christian standard of marriage is plainly set 
forth as one which calls for lifelong faithfulness. As the 
service progresses you step forward to make your prom- 
ises to each other before the very Altar of God. You 
promise to take each other; to love, comfort, and honor 
each other in sickness and in health, and forsaking all 
others, keep only to each other “so long as ye both 
shall live.” Those are strong words. They are written 
to cover all the great claims that men and women have 
upon each other when they assume that wonderful re- 
lationship of man and wife. 

It is well for us to know—that none of us are per- 
fect. All of us, even the one whom you have chosen as 
your life partner and now seems so faultless, and who in 
your eyes has every adorable trait and none that are 
undesirable—even that person shall show faults and fail- 
ings. At such times you must remind yourself of the 
promises you have made to each other—a loving loyalty 
which will overlook and will eventually overcome these 
faults and failings in each other. 


The Union of Love 
The ring is the symbol of the union of love that 
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will bind you together as man and wife. But without 
the presence of the love, the symbol is itself powerless. 
So in married life we find two qualities of love, which, 
for want of better words, may be described as physical 
and spiritual—the one, a matter of physical attraction; 
the other, a spirit that transcends description. Human 
beings are composed of both body and spirit, and we 
cannot neglect or ignore either. Physical passion, in the 
very nature of things, does not last indefinitely and 
therefore it is humanly impossible that this particular 
bond should always unite you. To become engaged or 
married on the basis of physical attraction alone is to 
act on the basis that we are merely bodies, when, as a 
matter of fact, we are much more than that. Love in- 
cludes passion—is more than passion—and eventually, 
if it be real, outlives and transcends it. If passion be 
rightly handled and controlled, it provides a driving force 
for lives that are effective, courageous, and joyous; but 
it is well to remember in this connection that self-con- 
trol is needed in marriage as well as out of marriage. 
The fact that the spirit may, and eventually must rule, 
if we are to live the true and full life, is one of the 
glories of being made in the image of God. 

Marriage is not the simple and easy thing which 
some people would like us to imagine. It is, therefore, 
a matter of common sense to assume that two people 
who propose to spend their lives together ought to know 
beforehand what each desires and expects of the other. 
They should find out the attitude of each toward chil- 
dren; decide matters of financial policy; and discuss fully 
and frankly all home-making plans. In this connec- 


_ tion, it is well to honestly face the fact that as marriage 


is a mutual venture, so each will be called upon to con- 
tribute in his or her special capacity. 


I hope that before you come to be married, you will 
have considered all these matters reverently; that you 
will have talked these matters over between each other 
with utter frankness that conceals nothing as in the 
sight of God. I hope that you will approach marriage 
as a matter that demands nothing less than lifelong 
taithfulness, and recognize and understand that it de- 
mands of each of you all the patience, tact, and self- 
sacrifice that you can muster. I hope that you will 
recognize and be ready to accept the fact that passion 
cannot permanently serve to hold you two together, but 
that you must take pains in the early days of married 
life to build up common interests, sympathies, desires, 
and a mental and spiritual harmony that will perma- 
nently bind you two together as one. 


The Blessing 


Joining your hands as a visible witness to your 
joined hearts, and “in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” the pastor pronounces 
you man and wife. No other minute in your life will be 
fraught with so great possibilities as this, as together 
you take up a new, wonderful, and intimate relation- 
ship in which God gives you the power to create life. 
It is a responsibility which must not be abused or 
shunned. It is a God-given gift, than which there is 
none greater. And in all humility you kneel before His 
throne that His Spirit and the benediction of His pres- 
ence may be given you, so that you may “live together 
in holy love until life’s end.” 
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February 23, 1941 
Quinquagesima Sunday 
A GOOD LENT 
Isaiah 58 :5-12 


Rev. Allen K. Trout, Indianapolis, Indiana 

During the season before us we are especially called 
upon to observe a good Lent because we are facing a 
torn and disrupted world caused by greed for power, 
hatred and revenge which are the very tools of Satan. 
No matter how secure we may feel or how small a place 
we occupy in life we still have a very definite contribu- 
tion to make to the Kingdom of God. It is essential then 
as we come before the Lord with reverent and open 
hearts to count our short-comings and to resolve to take 
the Lord’s method as our own in the present situation. 

The scripture lesson may be outlined, first, the 
wrong way to fast, verse 5; second, the correct way of 
fasting, verses 6-7; and third, the rewards for practicing 
the correct way of fasting, verses 8-12. 


The Wrong Way To Fast 

The wrong way of fasting is practiced when we 
simply come to worship in a passive mood and confess 
our sins to God. We empty our souls of sin by saying, 
Lord, here are the sins I have committed, take them 
away from me. Along with this confession we then 
prepare to torture our bodies by the denial of food and 
recreation, sitting in sack-cloth and ashes doing penance. 
This alone is not a fitting preparation for a good Lent 
and cannot be called an acceptable day of the Lord. 
True we may succeed in emptying ourselves of sin to 
our own satisfaction but what good is an empty soul to 
the Lord? From the Gospel we learn that the devil 
which is gone out will return and bring with him seven 
other devils and the last is worse than the first. 

The Correct Way To Fast 

The correct way of fasting is where a self-examina- 
tion is made in the light of God’s Word for the pur- 
pose of changing our ways and becoming an active par- 
ticipant in the work of the Lord. In driving your auto- 
mobile for 10,000 miles the heat in the spark plugs bend 
and twist the wires, besides the plugs become filled with 
carbon. It is time to take them out and clean them and 
respace the wires because in the dirty and twisted con- 
dition of the wiring only a weakened spark is set to ig- 
nite the gasoline in the motor cylinder. A weak spark 
only ignites part of the fuel and the result is that your 
car lacks the quick start and the rapid get-away which 
it had at first. This is exactly what you do in prepara- 
tion for a good Lent. You stop long enough after a 
year’s activities in the church and consider the burnt 
energies and the carbonized activities. You need to give 
greater efficiency to your Master because you are a year 
older in His service. In order to meet this greater de- 
mand it becomes essential to you that you remove some 
activities and desires which may hinder your efficiency 
for church work. Study again how Isaiah tells you to 
clean up your life. He says “Loose the bands of wicked- 
ness, undo the heavy burdens, let the oppressed go free 
and that ye break every yoke.” Now he tells you in 
addition to deal thy bread to the hungry, to bring the 
poor to your house and to cover the naked. This type of 
fasting takes work on the part of every Leaguer. It is 
not a sitter’s job but one who is active in the working 


of the church. 
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Let Us Check Up 

In order that we may have a good Lent let us check 
again into our immediate past and note how often our 
own selfishness became a smoke screen which completely 
covered our higher duties to God. Our own selfish de- 
sires ruled our actions. We responded with the strength 
of youth to the temptations of the devil and gave our- 
selves too often to his plans and program. We were 
found too often in his company and our minds and bodies 
were filled with the glories of his kingdom. Literally 
our lives had a little bit of good and a lot of bad in them 
until they looked like a gilded pigsty. Now since we 
have a better picture of our own wickedness, burdens 
and yoke which bound us the past year, let us follow 
Isaiah and loose the bands, undo the burdens and break 
the yoke in the redemptive blood of our Saviour. Hav- 
ing done this we are able to look forward picking up 
the great tasks of our church as we go. Fill your life 
full of Christian activity. Schedule your life so that you 
have no time for self and selfish desires to flourish. Offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice unto the Lord. Here 
are some of the tasks to be accomplished: Empty pews 
in church worship are to be filled; the orphan and the 
aged in our church homes are to be clothed and fed: 
The refugee is to be cared for and war-torn countries 
rehabilitated; the Gospel is to be preached throughout 
the world. Do I hear you say that these tasks are too 
great for me, why do you not bring something more 
practical and nearer to my ability? When you put spirit 
and life into your League meetings, when you aid with 
a sacrifice offering, not,the small-change offering, when 
you take your place in the worship service and when 
you aid in the educational work in your church school, 
then you are carrying out in a small way the solution 
of the greater task. Know yourself, become Christ- 
centered, then go to work with all your ability and with 
all your might for the church of which you are a part. 


The Rewards 

Finally we want to note the rewards for practicing 
the correct way of fasting. These rewards will be given 
to you for your proper fasting. The Lord shall guide you 
continually; He will satisfy your soul in. drought; you 
will be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of 
paths to dwell in. The blessings are so far-reaching, the 
program so extensive and all inclusive; why hesitate to 
march as a full-fledged soldier in the army of the King? 


Washington Gladden writes in his poem entitled 
“Service:” 


O Master, let me walk with Thee 
In lowly paths of service free; 
Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear winning word of love; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay 
And guide them in the homeward way. 


Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 
In closer, deacer company; 

In faith that keeps love sweet and strong; 
In trust that triumphs overt wrong. 


In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broadening way; 
In peace that only Thou canst give 
With Thee, O Master, let me live. 
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once said, “A sage is the instructor of a hundred 

ages.” It is difficult to overstate the value of a 
true leader. The great Greeks who have had their hands 
in every batch of clay that has been fashioned into 
beauty and molded into power since the days of Aga- 
memnon, used to say that “An army of stags with a 
lion for a leader is better than an army of lions with a 
stag for a leader.” 


Herbert Kaufman says, “There is little basic differ- 
ence between the herd and the leader. Big minds are 
simply used minds enlarged, strengthened by instant 
exercise. Commanding intelligence anywhere differs 
from crowd average only in vision, purpose and de- 
termination. Everybody stands the same chance, but 
the majority stands still before it.’ The difference be- 
tween the leader and the crowd is that the leader is just 
a little ahead in his vision, in his thinking, in his plan- 
ning, in his attitude. 

Leadership costs. Gen. Burnham while in the St. 
Mihiel drive, when speaking to a group of chaplains, 
said, “The loneliest place is the place of leadership.” 
The price of leadership is high. If it seems easy, just 
try being a leader. We seldom think of the load which 
power brings. Dean Matthews says, “Loneliness is part 
of the cost of power. The higher you climb the less you 
can hope for companionship.” The loneliness of Jesus 
expressed itself in many attitudes and some words, 
“Could ye not watch with Me one hour?” was the cry 
of a heart longing for companionship. 


Down through the ages those pioneer souls who 
have led great movements for the uplift and better- 
ment of humanity have been most lonely and buffeted 
of men. To comparatively few of them was it given to 
see the fruit of their labors. 


G ore: leaders are priceless. As an old Chinaman 


National Leaders 

Our nation has had some very capable and efficient 
leadership. These leaders determined the rise and 
growth of the nation. Political parties arose and fell 
as great leaders appeared and dropped out. American 
independence brings us the name of Washington. Free- 
dom and union means Lincoln. So we might continue. 
The history of our nation has been the interplay of the 
lives of outstanding men and women. Therefore it is 
evident that the great secret of our national history was 
in her leaders. Great steps in our national history came 
when great leaders rose up, and the history of our 
nation is written around the lives of these outstanding 
men and women. Let us notice some of the desirable 
qualities in these national leaders. 


Unselfishness 
Great, good men, who are generous in thought and 
feeling, are more beloved by the world than those who 
are narrow and selfish. The latter are ambitious to have 
all things done in their way, and take all the glory. This 
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Desirable Qualities in 
National Leaders 


disposition drives other great men from them and draws 
weak, selfish ones in their stead. It is generally con- 
ceded that it was the generous spirit in Grant and 
Lincoln that enabled them to gather about them other 
great and good men, and thus successfully fight the 
great rebellion to a finish. It was the success of the 
cause and not the praise of men, not glory, that brought 
them success. 

The great secret of success in business, in politics 
and in religion is the ability to select good people as 
their captains and aides. This requires a spirit of un- 
selfishness in the leader himself and often a self-sacri- 
ficing for the sake of the cause or the project that is to 
be won or promoted. 


Optimistic 

History has yet to record the first case in- which God 
has used a man for a large work who habitually looks 
upon the dark side of things. Some people seek a repu- 
tation for wisdom by prophesying failure. They are 
always croaking. But, let us remember that no croaker 
ever yet did any great thing. God has no confidence in 
the men and women who slander His government and 
His providence. No army ever won a great victory with 
the flag at half-mast. Even in the darkest hours of our 
nation’s history, when hope seemed sinking and in de- 
spair, leaders never doubted, never faltered. Their un- 
swerving faith that the cause was bound to succeed 
made them like rock. Leaders have been strong be- 
cause of their invincible optimism. We need this spirit 
among us today. Trusting in God and looking forward 
to a better and brighter day in the nation’s life. 

Heroism is a moral quality. It may be the glory of 
the humblest man. High station furnishes the pedestal 
on which the glory of an heroic achievement may be 
exhibited, but it is no part of the act itself. Many a 
private soldier has stood on picket under guns of a 
treacherous foe, when his humble duty was as noble as 
the conduct’ of the officer whose sleep he guarded. 

Washington as a soldier met the best tests. He 
was never rash but always brave. He was considerate 
but energetic. He was never heard to boast of his own 
heroism but his record shows nothing but valor. 

Our field of leadership may be limited but with 
steadfast faith in the guiding hand of God in your life, 
being patient, honest, true, unselfish and heroic in the 
smaller things of life we, too, may become great leaders 
in the life of our nation. 

Let us also strive to be leaders for God. We may 
see nothing in our own ability that would ever qualify 
us for leadership, and we know that all cannot be 
leaders in one sense of that word. And yet in another 
sense we can all be leaders for Him. There is no 
Christian, however poorly equipped naturally, that can 
not be a leader for Christ through His power. 


“T can do all things through Christ who strengthen- 
eth me.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Fe 


—s 


BEN 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Synod Plans Convention 


The second annual Convention of the Ministerium Luther League 
will be held Wednesday, through Friday, July 23-25, 1941, in Christ 
Lutheran Church, Hazleton, Rev. Franklin T. Esterly, D.D., pastor. 


“The Abiding Christ—in the Heart, in the Home, in the 
Church” (John 15:4), will be the convention theme. The chaplain 
will be Rev. Luther F. Schlenker, pastor of St. John’s Church, 
Shenandoah, Among the highlights in the three-day program will 
be an open forum on the Bible, a banquet, an Intermediate Rally and 
Fellowship Dinner and discussion groups session on the depart- 
mental work of the Luther League. 


Because of its magnificent success at the first convention, thus 
Meriting repetition at the forthcoming second confab, a discussion 
groups séssion on ‘Youth Problems” will be a special feature of the 
convention. The only change over last year will be in the subjects 
and discussion leaders. Topics for discussion will include: ‘The 
Christian Home,” “Marriage and Divorce,” “A Church Member— 
But How?” “Christian Pleasures,” and “Molding a Christian Life.” 


Luther League in the News 


The Publicity Department of the synodical organization is mak- 
ing a synodical-wide survey of the Luther League in the secular 
newspapers. All news items on activities of local, conference, synod- 
ical and national League significance, appearing in more than 30 
mewspapers on the territory of the Ministerium during the year 
ending November 30, 1941, are being clipped and filed. Ways and 
means of carrying on more efficiently and effectively the work in the 
field of newspaper publicity are being sought through careful study 
of the clippings thus accumulated. 


Radio Broadcast—Banquets 


The first annual banquet rally of the Lancaster Conference In- 
termediates was held at Grace Church, Lancaster, on Saturday, No- 
wember 2nd. The speaker for the occasion was Rev. Charles P. 
Cressman, of Lebanon. The program also included group singing and 
table games. The Intermediates also sponsored a Christmas broad- 
cast over the local radio station. 

Approximately two hundred (200) Intermediates attended the 
Intermediate banquet of the Philadelphia Conference held at Im- 
manuel Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, on November 29th. Rev. 
S. White Rhyne of Philadelphia, Executive Secretary of the Parish 
and Church School Board, was the principal speaker. William Mc- 
Lean, President of the Philadelphia Conference Intermediates, was 
the toastmaster. 

On Thursday Evening, February 13th, the Philadelphia Con- 
ference League of the Ministerium will join the Leaguers of the 
Philadelphia District of the Central Pennsylvania Luther League in 
their annual Live Wire Dinner. Rev. Charles F. Trunk of Phoenix- 
ville, will be the speaker. Harry Hodges, honorary member of The 
Luther League of America, will be the toastmaster. William (Uncle 
Pat) Patrick will lead the singing. The dinner will be held in the 
main dining room of the Strawbridge & Clothier store, Philadelphia. 


Pottsville Conference Convention 

The Pottsville Conference held its first annual convention on 
November 29th, in Christ Church, Mahanoy City, with sessions 
in the morning, afternoon and evening. ‘Advancing With Christ 
was the convention theme. Rev. R. E. Kramer, pastor loci, was the 
chaplain. Rev. M. E. Thomas, D.D., General Secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions, was the afternoon speaker. Rev. William 
Ducker, Associate Secretary of The Luther League of America, de- 

livered the address at the evening session 
—FRANCIS K. KLINE, Publicity Chairman 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 
Central Conference 


Tuesday, December 3rd, Branch No. 2 held their fall rally at 
St. John’s Church, McKeesport. Rev. John Nycum gave an inspir- 
ing talk to the Leaguers. Games and refreshments completed an 


enjoyable evening. 
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“High School League’—The group that studies and plays and 
engages in various activities together at the public school, a natural 
unit from which a new League might be formed, was the idea back 
of the formation of such a League at Trinity Church, Verona. It 
has just been started and present indications promise a very active 
and interested body of Luther Leaguers. 


Greensburg Conference 


On November 22nd the Leaguers of the Greensburg Conference 
met at West Newton for a Thanksgiving Banquet. Food and fel- 
lowship were enjoyed by the 150 Leaguers present. The speaker was 
Rev. Wilbert T. Wilson, of Calvary Church, Natrona Heights, and 
Rey. Paul N. Schnur, of Holy Trinity Church, Irwin, acted as 
toastmaster. Each League responded to the roll call by giving their 
thank-offering, which is to be used to meet the missionary quota. 


Northeast Conference 


At the November meeting of the League of First Church, 
Warren, each member brought canned fruit, vegetables, etc., which 
were given to the Bethesda Home at Meadville. For December the 
Leaguers purchased suitable gifts, which were sent to the Inner 
Mission Society at Pittsburgh for use in its work. 


—RUTH E BEYER 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Many Luther Leagues have been organized in December. Few 
have had their beginnings in that month when a full moon poured 
molten silver everywhere and the wind lazily moved the branches of 
the palm trees and the warmth of June was in the air. On such a 
December evening the Luther League of Nazareth Chapel at Cruz 
Bay on St. John, Virgin Islands, elected its first officers and made 
its first plans. 


There have been Luther Leagues in the Virgin Islands for fifteen 
years, the first being organized at Frederiksted on St. Croix. Later 
the young people at Christiansted, also on St. Croix, and at Char- 
lotte Amalie, on St. Thomas, formed Leagues. All three have been 
continuously active. A district convention is held yearly in July. 


It was not, however, until 1940 that a League was set up at 
Nazareth Chapel. There-had been talk of it for some weeks. When 
at last it was possible for the pastor at St. Thomas, who is also 
in charge of the work in St. John, to go over for an evening, the 
work was begun. 


The Island of St. John 


St. John is probably the most unspoiled territory under the 
American flag—and one of the most beautiful. Its area is roughly 
25 square miles over which are scattered about a thousand people 
who depend for their living on fishing, farming, and charcoal burn- 
ing. There is not an automobile on the island. At Cruz Bay, the 
principal settlement, the only electricity is at the Battery, official 
residence of Dr, George M. Hughes, administrator of the island, 
With a few dozen small wooden houses under the palm trees, Cruz 
Bay is the perfect picture of the South Seas. Behind the town, 
wooded hills rise steeply. Everywhere is the blue of the tropic 
ocean, 

Historic Nazareth Chapel 

Few Lutheran churches can equal the record of Nazareth Chapel 
in its long history of faithfulness and service. Founded almost three 
hundred years ago—in 1666—and situated on an island where ninety 
per cent of the people are non-Lutheran and where there is little, 
if any, opportunity for growth except through the birth of children, 
it has kept the faith magnificently. There is a small membership of 
94 and the pastor lives in St. Thomas, coming over once a month. 
The main responsibility for the work lies on the shoulders of the 
lay clerk, who is at the present time, Mr. Henry Samuel, a conse- 
crated Christian leader. Above the altar of the chapel on a plainly- 
painted board hangs the word of Samuel: “Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” That sentence is vibrant with the secret of St. John’s 
long loyalty to Christ. 


Luther League Organized 


More than forty young people gathered in Nazareth Chapel on 
Saturday night, December 14, the night of full moon for the month. 
If evening meetings are to be held in St. John, they take place on 
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nights when the moon’s light makes it possible to walk the trails 
safely. What the Luther League has been and is was a new story 
to them and they listened attentively. At last the question was put: 
“Do you desire to form a League?’ Every hand was raised in 
answer. Officers were elected and Leaguers everywhere will be in- 
terested in knowing the names of those leaders in this distant out- 
post of the Church: Theovald Moorehead, President; Myra Keat- 
ing, Vice-President; Marjorie Samuel, Secretary; and Ella Samuel, 
Treasurer. The vice-president was made responsible for the pro- 
grams and subscriptions were taken in her name to the Luther 
League Topics and to the “Luther League Review.” 

Finally, they were asked how often they would like to meet— 
once a month when the moon is full or twice a month with that 
other evening shrouded in blackness and travel difficult? Again the 
vote was unanimous. They would meet twice monthly. They said 
that somehow in the darkness they would come over the silent hills 
and down to the seaside for their gathering. As I looked into their 
faces and saw their desire and their quiet determination, I was sure 


they would. 
—DANA H. JOHNSON, Pastor for 


St. Thomas and St. John, V. I. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


@ Quarterly Rally—Annual Convention. While the vast major- 
ity of Leaguers find themselves in the mid-winter season we here in 
Southern California are enjoying the splendid climate as only Cali- 
fornia provides. Leaguers in Southern California are looking for- 
ward to their quarterly rally to be held during February. The annual 
convention this year will be held at Alhambra in May. 


@ Church Attendance Invited. Luther. Leaguers from all over 
the nation come here to attend the aircraft schools located in and 
about Glendale. We would urge them to attend some church. In 
Glendale, it is the First Lutheran Church, 233 S. Kenwood St., 
Rey. J. P. Beasom, pastor. There are numerous United Lutheran 
Churches in Los Angeles, Hollywood and Northern Hollywood. The 
Glendale Church is mentioned because the larger schools are lo- 
cated in Glendale. 

@ Sccial Events. The district basketball season is now in 
full swing. There are seven teams enrolled this year, one more 
than 1939-40. A Christmas Party was part of the regular executive 
committee meeting held on December 9th. 


We here in Southern California enjoy the happy relationship 
with Dr. H. A. Anspach our District advisor, appointed by the 


California Synod. 
—HOWARD L. LOGAN 


ARE YOU DISCOURAGED? 

Remember this: 

When Abraham Lincoln was a young man he ran 
for, the legislature in Illinois, and was badly swamped. 

He next entered business, failed, spent seventeen 
years of his life paying up the debts of a worthless part- 
ner. 

He was in love with a beautiful young woman to 
whom he became engaged—then she died. 

Later he married a woman who was a constant bur- 
den to him. 

Entering politics again, he ran for Congress and 
again was badly defeated, 

He then tried to get an appointment to the United 
States Land Office, but failed. 

He became a candidate for the U. S. Senate, and 
was badly defeated. 

In 1856 he became a candidate for the Vice-Presi- 
dency and was again defeated. 

In 1858 he was defeated by Douglas. 

One failure after another—bad failures—great set- 
backs. In the face of all this he eventually became one 
of the country’s greatest men, if not the greatest. 

When you think of a series of setbacks like this, 
doesn’t it make you feel kind of small to become dis- 


couraged, just because you think you are having a hard 
time in liferp—Cleveland Messenger. 


Thirty 


Financia Reports 


Not much time left to complete the African 
Project quotas. The books close May 31, 1941. 
How does your State or Synodical League stand? 


1940 DUES REPORT 
January 7, 1941 


._ , Senior Intermediate 
League Billed Paid Billed Paid 
10—Northern California . $27.00 $27.00 $11.25 $11.25 

19—Southern California 75.00 75.00 18.75 18.75 

13—Columbia District 34.00 34.00 5.00 5.00 

12—Connecticut ......... : 58.50 58.50 37.50 37.50 

5—Florida ..........++.-- 41.25 41.25 8.25 8.25 

14—Georgia-Alabama ..... 71.50 71.50 37.75 By eee 

16—Illinols <cc0<ecaceene + oleae 254.00 60.00 60.00 

22—Indiana ............- 103.00 103.00 28.75 28.75 

SOW ALL piciclelolertiein ale ates aie 131.00 131.00 35.25 35.25 

ASANGAS | re sic dois nipias el sielovere 83.75 50.00 12.50 13.90 

4—Kentucky-Tennessee 55.75 55.75 10.75 10.75 

8—Maryland .........--- 296.75 338.25 90.50 118.00 

18—Michigan ........++++ 64.75 64.75 37.25 37.25 

Gm MITA WES Ey airasacs craeneiale ature 90.00 90.00 3.75 ore 

21—Minnesota .......... 70.00 70.00 eS 31.25 

WMSSISSIDHIE wes sicisie'e ste aide oie 20.00 hacee 

INebraskamctssim cassie come 96.50 72.38 16.00 12.00: 

15—New Jersey ........ 5 VEE 77.75 58.75 58.75. 

New York oc cescceserece 421.75 282.63 291.25 145.63 

North Carolina ......... 638.25 478.71 245.00 183.75 

V7—=—ONIO” sais borin sl wieteielateracs 343.75 343.75 56.25 56.25. 

2—Pacific _Northwest ia 47.00 47.00 11.25 11.25 

Pennsylvania: 

Central Pennsylvania ... 646.50 377.16 228.50 133.35 
Ministerium -.J.jsc....- 1,312.00 1,061.75 269.75 269.75 
Pittsburgh ....... 397.25 264.88 87.75 58.56 

1—Rocky Mountain 37.50 37.50 12.50 12.50 

11—South Carolina 355.75 355.75 106.25 106.25 

Tepes ae eer co 108.00 43.24 18.50 1.30 

20—Virginia ...... 307.50 307.50 129.00 129.00 

7—West Virginia ae Re 44.50 45.00 14.50 14.50 

9—Wisconsin ............ 49.00 49.00 29.50 29.56 

Alberta Conference ....... 20.00 

South Saskatchewan ...... 20.22 

$6,336.25 $5,363.97 $2.003.25 $1,679.74 
AFRICA PROJECT 
January 7, 1941 
Paid 

ee F League Quota Senior Inter. 
orthern: (California us semenee vane 50.00 r 

Southern’ (Calitornia scan onsen oes ioe eee 

Columbia District . 65.00 

Connecticut ....... 100.00 48.95 

Wloxida:) <suspsie wie «' 50.00 19.50 2.50 

Georgia-Alabama 130.00 75.00 

3—lIllinois 330.00 353.50 9.00 

Indiana 175.00 140.00 10.00 

S— Towa cna ce Ose ecne teiees 125.00 148.25 

G—=—Ransaa sc sence tees 140.00 142.25 

8—Kentucky-Tennessee ........ 70.00 81.05 

Maryland sai is\s/<//sins Se Maes a 520.00 448.39 50.55 

Michivaniiive cacatcdeaaan wantetee 125.00 75.34 3.00 

MITCIWESE Mien ote cs ase Sel ere reine eee 135.00 60.64 

Minnesota cigcesc sic shinier 115.00 63.29 

Misaissippr tats viorc'awd.v woman eee 30.00 12.50 

1 eoenaky sh ems ig eiein (are Semisonic 100.00 100.00 

tows ns TOTEOY. Acie awemerentceite 195.00 203.01 30.43 

peer OLE ain saieiests eer 720.00 484.52 80.00 
sefe Caroling” curtcina Genin ones artes aes 51.90 

“Eee elvis Kane en ooee 00 4 

Pacific Northwest ........... : 

Peiceains ate 90.00 62.78 8.00 
Central Pennsylvania ...... «+ 1,065.00 716.47 56.05 
Mp TALS Sohbet AG S60 qnaaeoct sa 2,150.00 838.16 81.01 
Pittsburgh 9:9) s1s wbinrelaateninies me 655.00 160.84 

Rocky UMountain! @-. «ct seers cn 40.00 

Seam Carolivia elicit wcrentomneneine 640.00 274.26 45.74 

Ve eee ees 180.00 88.81 5.00 

Mea tee setesceeeeceveeesseees 505.00 17.05 1.67 

eat Virginia soys.cncoaacsss . 55.00 46.00 9.00 

2=—-Wisconsin je ecu vosietmnden ct 80.00 173.6 j 

Intermediate Rally—Long Beach ; ; 7.00 

Canada vans Meares an neato ent 114.39 j 

Miscellaneous: -).\.ccsiscccciet 12.83 

Manitoba's... oc ipsaueveetameaseeor 30.00 

Nebraska-Midwest—Special Of’g. 13.71 

$10,440.00 $5,816.19 $450.85 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


January 1 to December 31, 1940 


lumni 
Total AGite 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’! 
S—Nor. California... $25.00 $30.00 $25.00 $5.00 
8—So. California -:: ~50.00 50.00 30.00 $15.00 5.00 
‘Columbia District .. 25.00 5.00 5.00 
4—Connecticut ..... 35.00 » 35.00 20.00 15.00 
Florida See - 25,00 4.00 4.00 
10—Georgia-Alabama —_ 50.00 59.00 40.00 9.00 10.00 
Tilinois atostnenaens 250.00 135.00 10.00 30.00 95.00 
a ; r 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 
—Towa 68.45 21.65 9.00 37.80 
Kansas . 49.97 42.85 2.12 5.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 15.00 10.00 5.00 
1—Maryland 227.00 144.00 $3.00 30.00 
Michigan 33.00 27.00 1.00 5.00 
idwest 20.00 20.00 
Minnesota . 2.00 2.00 
9—Mississippi 10.00 10.00 
Nebraska .... 65.00 16.00 5.00 1.00 10.00 
2—New Jersey ~e. b0.00 57.00 25.00 17.00 15.00 
New York peeeseeee 300.00 264.50 110.00 $2.00 102.50 
North Carolina -- 400.00 165.00 110.00 30.00 25.00 
MeO en Cisne Gesin © 230.00 121.55 74.55 12.00 35.00 
Pacific Northwest ... 30.00 10.00 10.00 
Pennsylvania : 
6—Central Penna. 415.00 491.00 195.00 185.00 110.00 
Ministerium éceses 840.00 451.00 238.00 103.00 110.00 
Pittsburgh a ceenee 255.00 107.00 41.00 31.00 35.00 
ocky Mountain ... 25.90 5.25 5.25 
7—South Carolina .. 230.00 231.00 155.00 61.00 15.00 
eR lacs uawc - 70.00 20.00 5.00 5.00 10.00 
Speer NE Si ahsct wie nc 225.00 185.25 90.00 54.25 41.00 
‘West Virginia ...... 30.00 16.00 10.00 1.00 5.00 
LT 30.00 14.00 5.00 4.00 5.00 
“7 Ne Poe 12.00 10.00 2.00 
Manitoba District 5.67 1.00 5.67 
ee ee 82.00 73.00 9.00 
$3,012.64 $1,567.05 $703.62 $741.97 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 


December, 1940 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 2 

Nels Jensen 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 22 

Trinity Luther League, Pasadena 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 1 
CONNECTICUT, total 6 
FLORIDA, total 4 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 19 

Louise Carr 

Paul Heidt 

Mary Stamy 

Marcella Gospodareck 

Georgia-Alabama Synodical Luther League 

Resurrection Luther League, Augusta 

Young People’s Group, St. Paul’s, Savannah 
ILLINOIS, total 48 

Mrs. Hilda H. Sorensen 
INDIANA, total 7 
IOWA, total 12 
KANSAS, total 6 

Luther League of Kansas and Adjacent States 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, total 3 
MARYLAND, total 82 
MICHIGAN, total 7 

Hope Senior Luther League, Detroit 
MIDWEST, total 4 
MINNESOTA, total 2 
MISSISSIPPI, total 2 

Trinity Senior Luther League, Jackson 
NEBRASKA, total 4 
NEW JERSEY, total 22 

Rev. G. R. Tamke, by St. John’s Senior Luther League, 

Union City 

NEW YORK, total 87 

St. Peter’s Luther League, Verona 

Arthur H. Agne 

Edna Bates 

Mildred Zurbrugg 

George Swarmer 

Leslie Martin 

Walter K. Agne 

Daniel G. Agne 

Lewis G. Agne 

Florence L. Agne 


FEBRUARY, 1941 


Floyd Scheifele 
Douglas Saltsman 
Willard Lewis 
Milton Heberle 
Louis Bohrer 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 57 


OHIO, total 29 
Elizabeth Roemer 
Ruth Renz 
Eldon Driscoll 
J. William Wahl 
Rey. H. G. Glickensderfer 
Mrs. H. G. Glickensderfer 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Newark, by Central Conference 
Luther League 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 2 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania, 242 
LaVene Grove 
Charles W. Forney 
Harold E. Lohr 
St. John’s Luther League, Jersey Shore 
Redeemer Luther League, Williamsport 
Ruth Guffy 
Helen Dugan 
Betty Clark 
Martha F. Mitstifer 
Mrs. Luther D. Grossman 
Luther D, Grossman 
Ethel Gregg 
Anna E. Carter 
Edna Baer, by Boswell Senior Luther League, Boswell 
Lancaster District Luther League 
Rev. Charles Calvin Sellers, by Mt. Zion Senior-Intermediate 
Luther League, Scalp Level 
Young People’s Luther League, Christ Lutheran Church, 
Dallastown 
Enos Eberly 
M. I. Crumrine 
Russell E. Thompson 
W. K. S. Hershey 
Kenneth W. Dry 
Ministerium, total 166 ‘ 
Dr. Emil W. Weber, by Trinity Intermediate and Senior 
Luther League Groups, Pottsville 
Rev. Gilbert J. Martin 
Anne E. Kemmerlin 
Pottsville Conference Luther League 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Pine Grove 
Thomas Berninger 
St. John’s Luther League, Honesdale 
Jean Earl 
Zion Luther League, Nesquehoning 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Orwigsburg 
Trinity Tather League, Bangor 
Thelma Fritchman 
Daphne Timmins 
Pittsburgh, total 41 
A Friend (Greensburg Conference) 
Katherine C. Blum 
Wiiliam Warren 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 5 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 84 
Elsie Visel 
Carolyn Boette 
Piedmont District Luther League 


Wilhelmina Behlmer 
TEXAS, total 8 


VIRGINIA, total 71 
Bethel Luther League, Manassas 
Rev. John D. Utt, by Emmanuel Luther League, Roanoke 


Ernest Swope, Jr. 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 4 
WISCONSIN, total 6 
CANADA, total 5 
MANITOBA, total 2 


YES—IT COSTS SOMETHING 
(Continued from Page 4) 
alert, imaginative, is like keeping a light burning inside, 
whose rays shine through the windows of one’s soul; 
it is tuning one’s ear to hear the inner, small voice. How 
many people do you know, of whom it can be said that 
they are spiritually aware, who do have an inner light 


which they manage to keep aflame? 


Thirty-one 


WHAT MY LUTHER LEAGUE MEANS 
TO ME 


(Continued on Page 32) 


God is ever near, watching and protecting me. By obey- 
ing His commands and teaching His work, I am laying 
"up treasures for myself in Heaven and I know I shall 
never regret it. 

So here is the Luther League of today striving on 
to reach that highest goal. We boys and girls are as 
soldiers, clothed in armor, going on to battle fearless 
and undaunted. We sing in our rally hymn, “We are 
the youth enlisted in His service, striving to follow Jesus 
Christ, our King.” But our armor is the Word of Christ 
and our weapon is the Bible. Our battle is the battle for 
the Right and as years go by we seem to gain more 
strength and more courage. We, the youth of today, 
will not give up! We will keep on living as God wants 
us to live and keep trying to bring others to know of 
His glory. We will cooperate as brothers, united by 
our mutual love for Jesus Christ in living up to our 
League motto, “Of the Church, by the Church and for 
the Church.” 


WASHINGTON AND LINCOLN 


This month of February is dedicated to two of the 
world’s greatest patriots and heroes. February 12th, 
Lincoln’s memory is honored—February 22nd, the name 
of Washington will be honored. Their lives, their achieve- 
ments will be told in every patriotic community to in- 
spirit the present generation to hold fast to the principles 
of freedom, of liberty, of tolerance, of fair play. 


Lincoln, the great Emancipator, will be honored be- 
cause he rose from a poor boy to a place among the 
immortals of the world’s history. His Gettysburg ad- 
dress is one of the world’s classics and should be known 
by heart by every one of our juveniles. 


Washington will always be known and loved as the 
father of His Country. He gave up luxury, wealth, ease, 
to lead his Country against British tyranny, to establish 
the world’s greatest Republic. 

Let us honor these patriotic men. Let us cherish their 
memories. Let us tell of their heroic deeds, their valiant 
services to the Nation, to humanity. 


TO THE FLAG 
Hete’s to the flag of the far Northern wonderland, 
High crystaled snow fields, with Rowers below; 
Hete’s to the flag of our faith Southern heritage, 
Gleaming with gold where the citrus trees grow; 
Hete’s to the flag of the Easternmost boundaties, 
Soil that the hardy young pattiots trod; 
Here’s to the flag of the great Western mountain lands 
Where climb the aspens to whisper with God: 
_ Red, white and blue in the stripes and the stars of it, 
Heading the host of Democracy’s powers— 
Lead all the world, by the spicit of brotherhood, 
Into the way of peace, dear Flag of ours! 
—Bertha Stephenson 


————————— i 


Thirty-two 


A PARTNERSHIP 


He had a lad for a pattner, 

A boy like you ot me, 

When He fed the waiting thousands 
By the Galilean sea. 


A boy from the throng about Him— 
Not even his name is known— 

The Master chose for His pattner, 
Though He might have labored alone. 


He had a lad for a partner! 
May it not be today 

He still has many pattners 
In many a quiet way? 


Tasks done in the Master’s Spitit 
With manly effort and vim, 

May it not be, they spring from 
A pattnership with Him? 


Shall He not be our partner? 

What better firm could there be 
Through the days and years before us 
Than The Master and Company? 


—The Leader 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN, The Friendly Church 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ross H. Stover, D.D., LL.D., S.T.D. 


9:00 A. M.—Early Morning Service 
10:00 A, M.—Sunday School 
11:00 A. M.—Morning Service (WDAS) 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 
7:30 P. M.—Evening Service (WDAS) 


7:30 P. M.—Thursday Night (WDAS) 


d — Dr. Stover’s Books, 

: United Lutheran Publication House 
eee Shall I Say It?” or “The Art of Public Speaking,” $1.00 
What Do We Know About Life After Death?” $1.00 
“T’ll Tell You Why I Am a Protestant,’ 25 cents 

—_—._ sssSSSSSsss 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


FIRST PLACE xs. NATION! 


for 


More than 400 American universities and colleges ‘are 
sented in that association, and Wittenberg’s was best in 1940 


If are a student who should go to Witten 
ec @ you know of a attient who sho 
go here, send in name to receive a copy of this 


: 


Address request to 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


een wae ceeky made up 
ee few eee 
“sf fundamental 


are 
of character the 
the building of modern Sintatin 
Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 
For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Advancing with Christ 
ORGANIZE 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


INTERMEDIATE GROUPS 
Ages 12, 13, 14—Junior High, Grades 7, 8, 9 


SENIOR GROUPS 
Ages 15, 16, 17—Senior High, Grades 10, 11, 12 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S GROUPS 
Ages 18 and over—College and Working 
For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap 
Proved by The Association of American Universities, A 
Strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalogue and information, write to: 


Levering Tyson, LittD. LL.D. - - + = 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. elma” APSA mage yale. 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinegrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
mince Quality in the Heart of pes aaah se 


A Faculty ue Superior Qualifica 
Traine at erica’s O pela Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 

Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Owned and Controlled the Lutheran § of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
nai in eight fields of concentra 


ine, Law, ‘Theolory,, Enel 


ty 
i Engineering. 
Weil-rounded and ad he individual ot siident activities. 
Personal attention to a das 
Mild winter climate fas the heal Ml Piedmont section 
of the state. 
Very reasonable 


expenses 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 


For Catalogue, Write- 


Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership Card by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann, Chairman 
Send All Funds. to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


Order a Supply Now 


luther League Emblem Seals 


No order accepted for less than 
twenty-five cents. All prices postpaid. 
This amount may be made up of as- 
sorted sizes. Remittance must accom- 
pany order. Prompt shipment. 


Number 1—Full Colors 


No. 5—Full Colors...§2.00 per 100 
No. 7—Plain Blue Color . 


$1.00 per 100 
Number 4—Full Colora...... $2.50 per 100 
No. 6—Full Colors 
$1.75 per 100 Number 9 
Number 8 Plain Blue Color 
Plain Blue Color 90 cents per 108 
Number 2—Full Colors..........00cceceeceee $3.25 per 100 80 conte par 100 Number 10 
Full Colors 
$1.75 per 100 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


